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We aren’t captured by the demands of the 
surface and superficial forms of religion that 
often seem appealing. If you study theology 
well, you will end up dissatisfied with the 
shallow end of the pool. And while there is a 
sense in which we rightly look for answers to 
our questions, those answers do not come 
easily; they are hard won.

For a theological college with the name 
Pilgrim, the idea of taking a journey is 
obviously important to us. There is no 
shortage of suggestions about where we 
should be heading either. People have many 
opinions about what a College like ours 
should be teaching and how we can best 
prepare people to take up their discipleship 
and vocation amidst the demands and 
changes of our world. In the pages that 
follow in this Course Guide, you will see 
how we have responded to some of those 
suggestions. There are units that take 
you into the complexity of thinking about 
Christian confession and mission amidst the 
intercultural realities of the world and the 
world church. There are units that unpack 
the complexities of thinking about God in 
relation to issues of gender. If you study the 
Bible with us next year, you will be helped to 
read beyond the surface of the text to gain a 
deeper understanding of the social, ethical 
and political implications of interpretation. If 
you study history with us, you will be invited 
to look past dates and events to see some 
of the complex and challenging dynamics 
of change and the way this still affects 
us. If you study theology here, you will be 
challenged to think about the way that 
beliefs are developed and distorted and how 
they might be defended in a secular and 
pluralistic context.

“There’s a lot under the surface of life, 
everyone knows that.”

That is one of my favourite lines from one 
of my favourite books, Marilynne Robinson’s 
Gilead. It reminds me that life can only really 
be lived fully if I am willing to look under the 
surface of things. Everything and everybody 
that crosses our path are more complex 
than they seem. And in a world that seems 
to move so fast and change so quickly, it 
is important to learn how to look, see, and 
think deeply. If we don’t take the time and 
make an effort to look under the surface, 
we will never really understand why things 
are the way they are or how they might be 
changed for the better.

If studying theology teaches you anything, 
it is the importance of looking under the 
surface. That is what happens whenever 
you learn to read a text critically, wrestle 
with a tricky theological question, or 
empathetically understand someone else’s 
story, experience, or beliefs. The journey we 
take when studying theology doesn’t just 
take us further. It takes us deeper into an 
understanding of God, God’s world, and 
our own place within it. And, because 
that kind of study changes us, we 
are equipped to live deeper lives. 

WELCOME TO THE PILGRIM  
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

COURSE  
GUIDE

2



32

A few years ago, just as Pilgrim Theological 
College was starting, we invited people to 
study with us under the heading ‘Go Deeper’. 
That slogan still applies, I think. It isn’t just an 
invitation but has something of a command 
about it. If you are wrestling with questions 
about your own faith, or about the place 
and role of Christianity and the church in our 
society, you need to go deeper. If you are 
thinking about ministry within the church, 
of whatever tradition or denomination, or 
currently preparing for or serving in ministry, 
then you will know the need to go deeper.

I am proud to lead a Faculty and team of 
teachers, researchers and support staff here 
at Pilgrim who are all dedicated to providing 
opportunities for deeper learning. You could 
start with a single unit. Or you could talk 
to us about taking an award or a pathway 
that will lead you on a longer journey of 
study and reflection. You might even decide 
that you want to talk to us about starting 
your own research project. Our courses 
and awards are all delivered through our 
participation in the University of Divinity, 
an ecumenical university committed to 
‘empowering our learning community to 
address the issues of the contemporary 
world through critical engagement with 
Christian theological traditions.’

Whatever reason you might have for paying 
attention to the important things that lie 
under the surface, we would love to support 
you. I hope you will consider enrolling at 
Pilgrim in 2023 and also commending us 
to others who would benefit from studying 
with us.

Sean Winter 
Head of College
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As a College of the University of Divinity, Pilgrim offers 
a range of undergraduate and postgraduate awards at 
Pilgrim. Take a look below and see which programme of 
study might be suitable for you. 

The link for each award will take you to the University of 
Divinity website. There you can see more information 
about course outcomes, structure, duration, admission 
criteria and pathways to future study.

Undergraduate Awards
Suitable for those who do not already have a degree, 
are keen to study theology at an undergraduate level, or 
have not studied at University level for some time.

Undergraduate Certificate in Divinity 
The Undergraduate Certificate in Divinity is ideal for 
you if you want to begin to study theology and want 
maximum choice about which units you can take.

Diploma in Theology 
The Diploma in Theology is a good course to take if you 
want study the Bible and Christian history and theology. 
It is an excellent entry point into further undergraduate 
studies.

Advanced Diploma in Theology and Ministry
The Advanced Diploma in Theology and Ministry builds 
on the Diploma of Theology by developing your skills 
in Bible, history, and theology, and expanding your 
theological studies to include missiology, liturgical, and 
ministry studies. 

Bachelor of Ministry
This undergraduate degree focusses especially on skills 
relating to ministry practice.

Bachelor of Theology
This undergraduate degree provides an excellent 
introduction to theology across a range of areas of 
study. It is a good award to take if you are committed to 
serving in the church, or deepening your understanding 
of Christian faith, discipleship, and mission.

Postgraduate awards
Suitable for those who already have a degree in 
theology or in another discipline.

Graduate Certificate in Children and  
Families Ministry
This is a specialist award aimed particularly at those who 
are engaged in ministry with children and families.

Graduate Certificate in Divinity
This award is ideal if you have studied theology before 
but want to update your knowledge, deepen your 
understanding, or develop expertise in one or more 
areas. It provides significant flexibility in choice of units.

Graduate Certificate in Leadership
This award is aimed at those who are offering significant 
leadership to the church. It is ideal for those seeking 
professional development in the area of leadership.

Graduate Certificate in Research 
Methodology
This award is for those who are exploring the possibility 
of taking a Higher Degree by Research at the University. 
It provides excellent training in and preparation for 
theological research.

Graduate Certificate in Spirituality
This award is ideal for those who wish to deepen their 
understanding of spirituality or are involved in helping 
others to do so.

Graduate Certificate in Theology
The Graduate Certificate in Theology is a good course 
to take if you already have a degree but want to study 
the Bible and Christian history and theology. It is an 
excellent way to begin your theological studies and you 
can use the credit you gain to go on to a Diploma or 
Masters award if you want to keep studying.

COURSES
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO STUDY?

7

https://divinity.edu.au/courses/undergraduate-certificate-in-divinity/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/diploma-in-theology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/advanced-diploma-theology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-ministry/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-theology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-children-and-families-ministry/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-children-and-families-ministry/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-divinity/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-leadership/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-research-methodology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-research-methodology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-spirituality/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-theology/
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Graduate Diploma in Divinity
This award is ideal if you have studied theology before 
but want to update your knowledge, deepen your 
understanding, or develop expertise in one or more 
areas. It provides significant flexibility in choice of units.

Graduate Diploma in Spirituality
This award is ideal for those who wish to deepen their 
understanding of spirituality or are involved in helping 
others to do so.

Graduate Diploma in Theology
The Graduate Certificate in Theology is a good course 
to take already have a degree but  want to study the 
Bible and Christian history and theology It is an excellent 
entry point into further postgraduate studies.

Master of Divinity
This postgraduate degree provides an excellent 
introduction to theology across a range of areas of 
study. It is a good award to take if you already have a 
degree and are committed to serving in the church, 
or deepening your understanding of Christian faith, 
discipleship, and mission.

Master of Spirituality
This postgraduate award is ideal for anyone who has 
studied theology or spirituality before, but who wants to 
deepen and strengthen their understanding and skills.

Master of Theological Studies
This postgraduate award gives you a chance to 
develop a range of skills and depth of understanding in 
theological studies. It is for those who already have a 
degree in another subject but want a longer programme 
of theological study than a Certificate or Diploma.

Master of Theology 
This postgraduate degree is for those who want to 
expand and go deeper in their theological studies. It is 
aimed at those who already have a theological degree.

Higher Degree by Research Awards
These awards are for anyone who has completed 
theological studies and who meets the admissions 
criteria for a research degree. They are ideal for anyone 
who wants to undertake a substantial research project, 
under the supervision of Pilgrim’s excellent Faculty.

Master of Philosophy
This research degree is suitable for those working on 
research projects that can be completed in no more 
than 40,000 words.

Doctor of Philosophy 
This research degree is suitable for those working on 
major research projects that can be completed in no 
more than 100,000 words.

COURSES
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO STUDY?

7

https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-diploma-divinity/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-diploma-spirituality/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-diploma-in-theology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/master-of-divinity/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/master-spirituality/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/mts/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/master-of-theology/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/master-of-philosophy/
https://divinity.edu.au/courses/doctor-of-philosophy/
www.pilgrim.edu.au/courses
www.pilgrim.edu.au/courses
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Advanced Greek Reading

Course code        AL3000P/9000P

Lecturer                S Chen

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Thursday, weekly, 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

There is no better way of improving your Greek skills 
than reading and translating texts. Aimed at those 
who have completed some Greek study already, this 

unit will help you develop skills for translation and 
interpretation, using a range of biblical and related 
texts. Come and deepen your understanding by 
reading the texts in their original language.

DELIVERY NOTES

The lecture will be delivered through both face-to-face 
and online modes. Students are welcome to join the 
lecture either in person or online. This provides a great 
flexibility for those who would like to engage the unit.

 
Philosophy for Understanding Theology

Course code        AP1000P/8000P

Lecturer                J Martis

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Wednesday, weekly. 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Can philosophical questions and answers enlighten 
theological truth? Behind every famous theologian 
there is a famous philosopher or philosophical system. 

Platonism is part of the context of the New 
Testament that inspires Augustine, and, later, 
Luther; Aristotle sets the scene for Thomas Aquinas, 
Kant for Schleiermacher, Hegel for Kierkegaard and 
Barth; Heidegger for Bultmann and Rahner. Join us 
as we explore the merits and demerits of various 
philosophical ideas and deepen our understanding of 
the intellectual worlds that shaped the work of some 
important theologians.

DELIVERY NOTES

Realtime interactive lecturing, with a tutorial segment 
included in the 3-hour class.

Field A  
Humanities

LANGUAGES (AL) 
PHILOSOPHY (AP)

9

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AL3000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AL9000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AP1000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AP8000P/public
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God’s Existence: Defensible or Delusion?

Course code        AP2850P/3850P/9850P

Lecturer                J Martis

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Thursday, weekly. 
6 pm to 9 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Does God exist?  This unit asks the biggest theological 
question and explores the answers from thinkers like 
Aquinas and Descartes, Hume and Kant, who defend 

the existence of God, as well as those like Richard 
Dawkins who think religious belief is deluded. Engage 
here for potentially life-changing enquiry — by turns 
gentle and robust — about a God who can be defended, 
but never enclosed.

DELIVERY NOTES

Realtime interactive lecturing, with a tutorial segment 
included in the 3-hour class.

 
Modern Self as Subject

Course code        AP2170P/3170P/9170P

Lecturer                J Martis

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 2           Thursday, weekly, 
6 pm to 9 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Can experience of myself be trusted as what is finally 
and demonstrably real? Or is that experience just 
another obstacle to knowing things as they are? 

This unit explores the modern project, beginning with 
Descartes, and continuing with Hume and Kant, to 
place the knowing self at the centre of existence.

DELIVERY NOTES

Realtime interactive lecturing, with a tutorial segment 
included in the 3-hour class.

 
Belief after Philosophy: Postmodernism and Religious Faith

Course code        AP2750P/3750P/9750P

Lecturer                J Martis

Mode of                Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 2           Wednesday, weekly, 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

How can we speak meaningfully of God or 
religious faith in today’s world? This unit explores 
the relationship between postmodern sensibility 

and religious faith. Does the notion of God as 
foundation amount to limitation of the Divine, or 
even to idolatory? Discover how, by reworking some 
traditional connections between faith and philosophy, 
postmodern thinking bids to bring faith alive in the 
“now”.

DELIVERY NOTES

Realtime interactive lecturing, with a tutorial segment 
included in the 3-hour class.

9

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6100
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6101
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6099
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6103
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6104
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6102
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AP2750P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AP3750P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AP9750P/public
www.pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-a-humanities
www.pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-a-humanities
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Field B  
Biblical Studies

OLD TESTAMENT (BA) 
NEW TESTAMENT (BN) 

 
Introducing the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament

Course code       BA1010P/2010P/8010P

Lecturer                J Havea

Mode of               Online Synchronous 
Delivery                 

Semester 1           Tuesday, weekly, 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Come and interrogate your knowledge and 
understanding of the Old Testament (Hebrew Bible), 
and consider new and alternative insights into the life, 
history, and faith of God’s people in ancient Israel, and 
among their neighbors. 

In this introductory unit, we will survey the Old 
Testament through the study of its historical contexts, 
literary structures, and theological agendas. As well 
as understanding the texts in their socio-historical and 
literary contexts, we will explore their relation to life- 
and ideological-situations of the contemporary times.

DELIVERY NOTES

We will meet at the appointed times: 9:30am-
12:30pm on Tuesdays. All students are expected to be 
available at this time for class lectures (9:30-11:30am) 
and tutorials (11:30am-12:30pm). While students may 
attend all sessions by Zoom, several of the sessions 
will be held at (zoomed from) the CTM. 

Students are encouraged to attend those sessions 
in person (esp. the first session on Feb 28), because 
face-to-face lectures and tutorials are healthier. 

More details on when students may also meet in 
person at CTM or only on Zoom will be provided in 
the course outline.

Ruth, Esther, Song of Songs, Judith, Susannah: Allusive,  
Unconventional, Subversive, Resistant

Course code       BA3070P/9070P

Lecturer               M Melanchthon

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 2           Tuesday, weekly. 
2 pm to 5 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Books with women protagonists written within a rigid 
patriarchal culture are subversive, unconventional, 
and exciting. Are these women heroes or idealized 
stooges of patriarchy? What do they reveal about the 
times in which they were written? What issues are 
they addressing? 

In answering these questions, we will also reflect on 
issues of identity, gender, sexuality, beauty, power, 
solidarity, partnership and theology derived from 
women’s experience and what these books might be 
saying to us today. 

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit offered in both the face to face, and online 
synchronous mode will meet weekly for a 3-hour class 
session which is inclusive of a tutorial. 

All information pertaining to this unit will be posted on 
the Meta Unit page on ARK. 

Students are expected to attend all class sessions 
and complete the readings set for the week, and to 
participate in class activities.

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6206
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6207
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6208
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BA3070P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/AP9750P/public
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Psalms: Exegetical and Theological Study

Course code       BA3020P/9020P

Lecturer               M Melanchthon

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 2          Intensive,  
10-13 July; 11-12 August

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

The Psalter is poetry which erupts at moments of 
emotional intensity; a transcript from real life; poetical 
accompaniment to real events and real experiences. 

They are explicitly a human attempt to express 
thought, anger, joy, thanksgiving, lament, doubt and 
more, to God. This unit will introduce the student to 
Hebrew poetic literature, poetic devices and forms of 
expression, as they are found in the Psalter. 

We will study the formation and development of the 
Psalter and attend to a full range of forms/genres of 
the Psalms, their structure, setting and their potential 
functions within the historical experience of Israel. 
The course also seeks to provide critical knowledge 
of the theological themes inherent in the Psalms 
and explore the relevance, use and functions of the 
Psalms in today’s context and for preaching.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit is offered in both the face to face and the 
Online synchronous modes. Students should have 
some prior units in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament 
Studies. The class will meet from 9:00 AM until 5:00 
PM on the days specified. The schedule for each day 
and recommended readings will become available a 
week before class begins on the Meta unit page on 
ARK. Students must be able to attend all 6 intensives 
days in person at Pilgrim or via Zoom.

 
Luke - Acts (formerly The Gospel According to Luke) 

Course code       BN2050P/9050P

Lecturer               R Whitaker

Mode of               Online Synchronous 
Delivery                

Semester 1           Wednesday, weekly 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Luke-Acts accounts for almost a third of the New 
Testament, making it one of the most significant 
contributions from a single author. 

From the outset, Luke’s Gospel is framed as a 
response to many other accounts (Lk 1.1-4), but 
what’s important for the writer of the third gospel 
when it comes to putting together a new narrative 
about Jesus and the early Christian movement? 
Taking an in-depth look at Luke-Acts in its historical 

context and in light of literary and cultural traditions 
of its time, we will explore themes such as inclusion 
and exclusion, hospitality, wealth, identity, ethnicity, 
disability, and gender (attending to both ancient and 
modern norms), noting how these intersect with 
Luke’s theology and purpose. 

Attention will be given to how Luke’s theology relates 
to his use of prophecy, account of justice, salvation, 
and end-time hope, and how this theology speaks to 
the contemporary church and world. 

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit will be delivered weekly over 12 weeks. We will 
be using a modified version of an inverted classroom 
where some content is delivered online prior to a 2 hour 
weekly meeting (reduced from the standard 3 hours 
in recognition of a higher level of pre-work for class). 
The two hour tutorial will focus on active engagement, 
discussion, and skill building via Zoom.

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BA3020P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BA9020P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN2050P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN9050P/public
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-b-biblical-studies/
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-b-biblical-studies/
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Advanced Greek Reading 

Course code       BN3000P/9000P

Lecturer               S Chen

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Thursday, weekly 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

There is no better way of improving your Greek skills 
than reading and translating texts. Aimed at those 
who have completed some Greek study already, this 

unit will help you develop skills for translation and 
interpretation, using a range of biblical and related 
texts. Come and deepen your understanding by 
reading the texts in their original language.

DELIVERY NOTES

The lecture will be delivered through both face-to-
face and online modes. Students are welcome to join 
the lecture either in person or online. This provides a 
great flexibility for those who would like to engage the 
unit.

 
Working Out Salvation: Theology and Ethics in Paul

Course code       BN2120P/3120P/9120P

Lecturer               S Winter

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous  

Semester 1           Tuesday, weekly, 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

What is the relationship between what we believe 
and the way that we live? This unit explores the way 
that Paul answers this question in his letters. You will 
explore the important ideas that Paul develops in his 
theology, and look at the ways in which these ideas 
relate to his advice and instruction to his readers. 

In particular you will consider debates about identity, 
race, gender, and political engagement, looking at the 
ways that Paul’s thought can continue to help us think 
through these issues today.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit will be delivered over 12 weeks in semester 
1, meeting for a 3 hour mixed class of classroom and 
online participants in real time. 

Participants will prepare each week for a tutorial/
seminar with reading and preparation tasks. 

Each week’s class will provide opportunity for 
engagement and interaction between classroom and 
online participants, as well as between both cohorts 
and the unit teacher.

13

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN3000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN9000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN2120P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN3120P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN9120P/public
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Introduction to New Testament: Stories, Texts , Beliefs

Course code        BN1010P/8010P

Lecturer                R Whitaker

Mode of               Blended 
Delivery                  

Semester 2           Thursday, weekly, tutorial sessions 
2 pm to 3.30 pm (face to face) 
7.30 pm to 9 pm (Online synchronous)

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

This unit provides an introduction to New Testament 
history, texts, and theology. Beginning with the letters 
of Paul as the earliest extant Christian literature, 
and surveying the development of gospel literature 
as well as other forms of early Christian writing, it 
considers the rise of the early Christian movement 
and explores the range of developing theological 
beliefs that characterised the first two generations of 

early Christianity. In using the New Testament texts 
as the main source for investigation, the unit draws 
attention to the diversity of texts, genres, theologies 
and perspectives within the New Testament itself, and 
considers a number of critical historical, literary and 
theological issues that emerge from the study of New 
Testament texts. 

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit will be delivered weekly over 12 weeks. We 
will be using an inverted (flipped) classroom mode of 
delivery where the majority of the content is delivered 
online for students to work through at their own pace 
prior to a 1 ½  hour weekly tutorial in real time. 

Students have a choice of a face to face or online 
tutorial. The tutorial will focus on active engagement, 
discussion, and skill building and is an essential part of 
the class.

13

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN1010P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/BN8010P/public
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Christianity’s Dangerous Memory

Course code       CH1020P/8020P

Lecturer               K Handasyde/K Massam

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Thursday, weekly, 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

For communities as well as for individuals, memory 
is the foundation for making meaning in the present, 
and for shaping the future. This unit explores 
dangerous and creative memories within the Christian 
community. It equips you with skills, approaches, 
and new perspectives so as to tell more nuanced and 
interesting stories that go beyond media stereotypes. 

Using historical case studies that resonate 
strongly today, we will explore how and why some 
assumptions about the church and people of faith 
proved popular, while other Christian histories have 
been forgotten, neglected or distorted.

In 2023 the case studies will explore histories of 
Christianity and nationalism, gender and the body, 
capitalism and the secular, interfaith and crosscultural 
contact, and the environment. 

DELIVERY NOTES

Classes will be held at Pilgrim on Thursday mornings 
and online synchronous. There will be seminars, 
conversations and plenty of challenging ideas.

 
Radical Legacies: Faith, Activism and Social Change 

Course code       CH2060P/3060P/9060P

Lecturer               K Handasyde

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Tuesday, weekly, 
2 pm to 5 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Take a deep dive into the history of Christian 
movements for social change. You’ll meet 
campaigners for justice, welfare, peace, environment, 
housing, and human rights. From 19th-century 
women’s groups to 20th-century grassroots activists, 
explore their worlds, hear what they had to say, and 
trace the legacies of their radical, gospel work. 

DELIVERY NOTES

Classes will be held at Pilgrim on Tuesday afternoons 
and online synchronous. There will be seminars, 
conversations and the opportunity to engage.

Field C  
Christian Thought 

and History
CHURCH HISTORY (CH)   

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY (CT) 
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https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH1020P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH8020P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH2060P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH3060P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH9060P/public


1514

 
Mary: Feminist Theological Revisions

Course code        CH3101P/9101P 

Lecturer                S Burns, J Mcrandal 

Mode of               Face to face  
Delivery                  

Semester 1           Intensive  
17-18 March; 14-15 April; 12 May

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Moving across church traditions and drawing on 
feminist thinkers, we will explore the theological 
dynamics surrounding Mary the mother of Jesus. How 

has Mary of Nazareth been understood in various 
Christian communities? What is the significance of 
devotion to Mary for feminist theologies? And how 
does feminism refresh or inform an understanding of 
Mary?

DELIVERY NOTES

The unit is co-taught by Janice Mcrandal and Stephen 
Burns, and will comprise two hubs — one in Melbourne 
(at CTM), one is Brisbane (at the Cooperative)—meeting 
synchronously in live time, by electronic media.

 
The Cracking of Christendom: Theological Issues of the Reformation

Course code        CH2100Z/3100Z/9100Z

Lecturer                 K Handasyde,  K Massam,  
G Thompson

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous               

Semester 2           Wednesday, weekly,  
6 pm to 9 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Travel to sixteenth-century Europe to explore the 
seismic shifts in matters of faith. Discover the 
ongoing impact of Reformation debates. We will 
explore grace, salvation, sacrament, and scripture as 
we journey through theological, historical and

geographical contexts that shaped new forms of 
Christian identity and practice. 

This unit is taught collaboratively across several 
colleges of the UD, with specialists who highlight 
the diversity, complexity and commonality of 
perspectives across the Christian tradition.

DELIVERY NOTES

Join a class made up of students from six colleges led 
by lecturers united across the old Reformation divide. 
Classes will be held at Pilgrim on Wednesday evenings 
and online synchronous. 

There will be seminars, workshops, discussions and a 
site visit (with online options where required) to explore 
the legacies of the Reformation in modern times.

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH3101P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CH9101P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6170
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6174
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6176
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-c-christian-thought-and-history/
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-c-christian-thought-and-history/
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Christianity’s Big Ideas

Course code       CT1000P/8000P

Lecturer               G Thompson

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Intensive 
24-25 March; 21 -22 April; 5-6 May

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

In this unit you will discover that Christian doctrine is 
a lively and imaginative aspect of the Christian faith. 
You will encounter theologians from across many 

eras and contexts exploring how the different ideas 
generated by the gospel are articulated, developed 
and lived. 

The pivotal doctrines of God, Christology, 
Pneumatology, creation, humanity, salvation, church 
and hope will be explored in detail.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit is suitable for those just starting theological 
study and for those who want a re-fresher that 
introduces them to contemporary thinkers who are 
shaping the work of doctrine and the discipline of 
systematic theology.

 
Uniting Church Theology and History 

Course code       CT2222P/8222P

Lecturer                G Thompson

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 1           Intensive 
6-10 February; 03 March

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

The Uniting Church has a relatively short history; its 
theology is still a work in progress. 

This unit will study its theological and historical roots. 
The content and status of its Basis of Union will be 
critically examined. 

Aspects of the church’s post-union history and 
life will be evaluated: its emerging theological 
trajectories, debates about women’s ordination, its 

cultural diversity, its commitment to reconciliation 
with Australia’s indigenous people, and its profile in 
matters of social justice. 

The unit is a joint venture of Pilgrim (VIC/TAS) and 
United Theological College (NSW/ACT) with real-time 
cohorts in both Parkville and Parramatta. 

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit will provide you with an in-depth, scholarly 
understanding of the Uniting Church. Core lectures 
from Geoff Thompson (Pilgrim) and Damian 
Palmer (United Theological College, Sydney) will be 
supplemented by a team of visiting lecturers with 
expertise in particular aspects of the UCA’s life. 

The unit will be useful to any member of the UCA 
who wants to know more about their church as well 
as to anyone who has been called to leadership in the 
church.    

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT1000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT8000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT2222P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT8222P/public
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The Cracking of Christendom: Theological Issues of the Reformation

Course code        CT2100Z/3100Z/9100Z

Lecturer                 K Handasyde,  K Massam,  
G Thompson

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous               

Semester 2           Wednesday, weekly,  
6 pm to 9 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Travel to sixteenth-century Europe to explore the 
seismic shifts in matters of faith. Discover the 
ongoing impact of Reformation debates. We will 
explore grace, salvation, sacrament, and scripture 
as we journey through theological, historical and 

geographical contexts that shaped new forms of 
Christian identity and practice. This unit is taught 
collaboratively across several colleges of the UD, with 
specialists who highlight the diversity, complexity 
and commonality of perspectives across the Christian 
tradition.

DELIVERY NOTES

Join a class made up of students from six colleges led 
by lecturers united across the old Reformation divide. 
Classes will be held at Pilgrim on Wednesday evenings 
and online synchronous. 

There will be seminars, workshops, discussions and 
a site visit (with online options where required) to 
explore the legacies of the Reformation in modern 
times.

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6170
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6174
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6176
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Doctrine, Truth and Pluralism 

Course code         CT3020P/9020P

Lecturer                G Thompson 

Mode of                Blended 
Delivery                  

Semester 2            Intensive 
4, 18 August;   
1, 15 September;  
20 October

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

This unit takes students into the highly-
charged contemporary debates about 
the nature and purpose of doctrine. 

These debates address such questions 
as: 

• Can the church change its doctrine?

• How can the church recognise 
distorted and damaging doctrines?

• Does doctrine trump the theological 
diversity of the bible? 

• How does ‘believing’ a doctrine 
relate to loving God and acting 
wisely? 

This year’s unit will conclude with two 
case studies: 

a. the doctrine of the human person 
in relation to current discussions of 
sexuality and gender and

b. the doctrine of providence in relation 
to race and colonisation.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit will be useful to anyone 
who wants to specialise in systematic 
theology and/or who wants to explore 
how doctrine functions in the church.
Students have the option to attend face-
to-face or online synchronous on the 
following dates:  

• Friday 4th August, 9.30-5.00
• Friday 18th August, 9.30-5.00
• Friday 1st September, 9.30-5.00
• Friday 15th September, 9.30-5.00           
• Friday 20th October, 9.30-5.00

The unit also requires participation in 
online asynchronous introductory and 
supplementary lectures on top of the 
timetabled sessions.  

 
Jesus the Christ in World Christian Perspective 

Course code         CT2070P/9070P

Lecturer                 J Flett 

Mode of                 Online Synchronous 
Delivery                  

Semester 2            Tuesday, weekly 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Go beyond the boundaries of Europe to 
meet scholarly understandings of Jesus 
Christ using language as ‘Bodhisattva’, 
‘Avatara’, ‘guru’, ‘prophet’, or ‘ancestor’; 
and in relation to other religious 
traditions that bring new lenses. 

This unit explores christologies 
developed outside Western frames of 
reference and addresses the broader 
questions of method as well as content 
that they raise for theology, especially 
in terms of the distinct and various 
implications for mission.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit is delivered as an Online 
Synchronous unit between 9.30 am to 
12.30 pm on Tuesday mornings over 12 
weeks. 

Students are expected to join in real-time 
via Zoom. Some aspects of the unit will 
be recorded for class use.  

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6097
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6098
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Field D  
Theology: Mission  

and Ministry
SPIRITUALITY (DS) • LITURGY (DL)  

MISSIOLOGY (DM) • PASTORAL CARE (DP)

 
Worship in Context 

Course code       DL1010P/8030P

Lecturer               S Burns

Mode of               Face to face 
Delivery                 

Semester 1           Monday, weekly 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Worship in Context explores central contentions of 
liturgical theology. It subjects them to questions from 
Australian perspectives, in search of contextualized 
liturgical theology and practice. Methodologically, 
there are three steps. First, the unit presents key 
contentions of liturgical theology — of the kind that 
marks ecumenical liturgical renewal and shapes 
denominational ritual books and liturgical resources, 

such as (but by no means only) Uniting in Worship 2. 
These contentions include: that Christ Jesus is made 
known in word and sacrament; that the assembly is 
the celebrant of Christian liturgy, and the presider the 
servant of the assembly, and so on. Second, numerous 
perspectives are brought into critical correlation with 
these commonplace notions of liturgical theology. 

These perspectives variously draw on Australian 
cultural exegesis, colonial history, First People’s 
theology, and studies of the distinctive Australian 
ecclesial scene.

DELIVERY NOTES

*(UCA Formation Programme - This unit is intended 
for ordination candidates in Phase 2 of formation 
in the UCA. Places are limited. Other students who 
are in a UCA ministry placement are encouraged to 
enquire about the possibility of enrolling in this unit.)

 
Mary: Feminist Theological Revisions 

Course code           DL3101P/9101P

Lecturer                   S Burns, J Mcrandal 

Mode of                  Face to face 
Delivery                 

Semester 1              Intensive 
17 -18 March; 14-15 April; 12 May

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Moving across church traditions and drawing on 
feminist thinkers, we will explore the theological 
dynamics surrounding Mary the mother of Jesus.  
How has Mary of Nazareth been understood in various 
Christian communities? What is the significance of 
devotion to Mary for feminist theologies? And how 
does feminism refresh or inform an understanding of 
Mary?

DELIVERY NOTES

The unit is co-taught by Janice Mcrandal and 
Stephen Burns, and will comprise two hubs — one 
in Melbourne (at CTM), one is Brisbane (at the 
Cooperative) — meeting synchronously in live time, 
by electronic media.    

https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DL1010P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DL8030P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT8000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DL3101P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DL9101P/public
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Practicing a Missionary Church: Forming a Community of Christian Witness

Course code        DM2500P/9500P

Lecturer                 J Flett

Mode of                Online Synchronous  
Delivery                 

Semester 1           Thursday, weekly,  
2 pm to 5 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

This unit explores practices of Christian witness 
within post-Christendom, secular, and religiously 
plural societies. It pays attention to the major cultural 
movements which have defined the Australian 
church, and especially the processes of secularisation, 
globalisation, and multiculturalism. It traces various 

theological and ecclesiological responses to this 
shifting context, including “missional church” and 
“Fresh Expressions.” This will include a critical 
evaluation of their contributions. Attention shifts to 
communal practices, such as hospitality, evangelism, 
liturgy and proclamation, as forms of discipleship 
in witness. The unit intends to give both theoretical 
and practical direction for the development of 
congregational witness.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit is delivered as an Online Synchronous unit 
between 2 to 5 pm on Thursday afternoon over 12 
weeks. Students are expected to join in real-time via 
zoom. Some aspects of the unit will be recorded for 
class use. 

 
Intercultural Theology and Missiology: An introduction  

Course code        DM1000P/8000P

Lecturer                J Flett

Mode of                Blended 
Delivery                 

Semester 2           Thursday, weekly 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Christianity is the world’s largest faith. With an 
estimated 2.3 billion adherents, 31.2% of the global 
population are Christian. A good percentage of this 
is due to the growth of the faith in the “global South.” 
Such growth, however, is very different from the faith 
as it is often experienced within western societies. 

These complex dynamics highlight well some of 
the ambiguities shaping the field of intercultural 
theology/missiology. 

First, for many, mission is linked to the (ongoing) 
practices of colonisation and should be 

rejected as an anachronistic and violent 
practice. Second, with the changing shape 

of religious adherence within western 

Christianity, many churches are looking for practical 
direction in reaching out their local communities 
to invite a new generation into the body of Christ. 
Third, though secondary reflection on mission is 
not so prevalent within world Christianity, mission is 
understood to be central to who Jesus Christ is and 
is expressed in many and varied practices, including 
exorcism and healing.

Mission studies is concerned with the visibility and 
local embodiment of the gospel within these differing 
contexts and against the background of both colonial 
violence and theological claims concerning the 
essential nature of the faith. 

This unit is a basic introduction to this interdisciplinary 
field. It outlines a range of key ideas, authorities 
and methodologies, including hermeneutics, 
contextualisation, and interreligious dialogue. Its main 
aim, however, resourcing participants to develop their 
own theology of mission in conversation with t¬heir 
theological and cultural contexts.

DELIVERY NOTES

Flipped Classroom. Most of the content/lectures are 
online, followed by a tutorial.

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6084
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6085
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DM1000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DM8000P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT8000P/public
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-d-theology-mission-and-ministry/
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/field-d-theology-mission-and-ministry/
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Jesus the Christ in World Christian Perspective  

Course code        DM2070P/9070P

Lecturer                J Flett

Mode of                Online Synchronous  
Delivery                 

Semester 2           Tuesday, weekly  
9.30 am to 12.30 pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

This unit surveys Christologies developed outside 
the corpus Christianum and in response to questions 
not considered within the Western cultural and 
historical frame of reference. This will include 
images of Jesus Christ developed through such 
language as ‘Bodhisattva’, ‘Avatara’, ‘guru’, ‘prophet’, 
or ‘ancestor’, Asian treatments of the ‘cosmic’ 
Christ, the possibility of a ‘hyphenated-Jesus’ or 

of M. M. Thomas’ ‘Christ-centered Syncretism’ in 
relation to Hinduism, liberation Christologies within 
Latin America, and Jesus as the power against the 
demonic within Africa. A number of issues present 
themselves through this discussion: the question 
of theological tradition and method, the use of local 
sacred sources, the social and political implications of 
thinking Jesus Christ through a range of lenses, and 
the issues of contextualisation. Special attention will 
be given to the variety of mission emphases different 
Christological formulations promote.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit is delivered as an Online Synchronous unit 
between 9.30 am to 12.30 pm on Tuesday mornings 
over 12 weeks. Students are expected to join in 
real-time via Zoom. Some aspects of the unit will be 
recorded for class use.      

2322

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6093
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6096
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Children and Families Ministry: Issues and Contexts

Course code        DP2100Z/8100Z

Lecturer                E Waldron Anstice

Mode of                Face to face and Online  
Delivery                 Synchronous

Semester 1           Intensive, 
15-17, 20-22 Feb

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

The needs of children and their families will focus 
our discussion of church and the Australian context.  
Addressing the theology, spirituality and sociology of 
the child in relation to family, church, faith, culture, 

technology, history and philosophical discourse, 
the unit develops critical skills for comprehensive 
approach to mission and leadership with children and 
their families today. 

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit provides  immersive multi-sensory learning, 
meeting face to face at the CTM, Parkville from 
9:30-4:30 each day of the intensive. This unit is also 
available in the External-Online Synchronous mode 
and will meet at the same time as the intensive. 
Learning is interactive, collaborative and combines 
academic investigation with grounded age-sensitive 
ministry practices. There is no required pre-reading.

 

Life Abundantly in Christ: An Introduction to Pastoral  
Theology and Pastoral Psychology for Ministry Practice  

Course code        DP1600P

Lecturer                J Calder

Mode of                Face to face 
Delivery                 

Semester 2           Intensive 
6, 7, 9 Oct; 3, 4, 6 Nov

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

In this unit of study you will explore the important 
connections between the Christian vision of the 
human person and the pastoral practices required to 
ensure the provision of this vision.  

This will include examining the skill of attending 
(listening) and practical ways of engagement in order 
to support and uphold God’s vision for the human 
person.

DELIVERY NOTES

*(UCA Formation Programme - This unit is intended 
for ordination candidates in Phase 2 of formation 
in the UCA. Places are limited. Other students who 
are in a UCA ministry placement are encouraged to 
enquire about the possibility of enrolling in this unit.)
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https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6226
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6227
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DP1600P/public


2524

 
The Nurture and Spiritual Guidance of Children

Course code        DP2030Z/3030Z/9030Z

Lecturer               E Waldron Anstice

Mode of               Face to face and Online 
Delivery                Synchronous

Semester 2           Intensive 
22-24, 27-29 Nov

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

This unit explores trans-cultural and contemporary 
issues in the spiritual lives  of children across faiths, 
cognizant of a complex ethical and economic 
global landscape, including child labour, trafficking, 
aid and family interventions. Examining links 
between Scripture, theological thought, spiritual 
and psychological development, and modes of 

ministry practice with children, students develop 
awareness and sensitivity to the spiritual lives of 
children. Student’s theological refelction will inform 
ministry practices of protection and respect in 
pastoral care and faith formation, and attend to their 
own childhood spiritual experiences which underlie 
pastoral and ministry responses to children.

DELIVERY NOTES

This unit provides immersive multi-sensory learning, 
meeting face to face at the CTM, Parkville from 
9:30-4:30 each day of the intensive. This unit is also 
available in the External-Online synchronous mode 
and will meet at the same time as the intensive. 
Learning is interactive, collaborative, and combines 
academic investigation with grounded age-sensitive 
ministry practices. There is no required pre-reading.

 
Speaking of Christ/a/x 

Course code       DS2005P/8005P 

Lecturer                S Burns, J Mcrandal 

Mode of                Face to face 
Delivery                 

Semester 2           Intensive 
25-26 Aug; 8-9 Sept; 13 October

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

Since the emergence of artistic representations in 
the 1970s--in part propelled by the United Nations’ 
Decade of Solidarity with Women--the symbol of the 
Christa has been incorporated into some theologians’ 
work in doctrine and devotion. Initially associated 
with lesbian feminist theological voices (notably, 
Heyward), latterly it has found strong resonance in the 

flourishing area of queer theology (hence, Christx), 
if not yet widely represented in the theological 
mainstream (manstream/malestream). 

This unit explores the symbol of Christa/x in their 
emerging artistic, poetic, and spiritual expressions, 
juxtaposed to their trajectories in contemporary 
theology more narrowly understood, as well as their 
potential significance for queer and transpersons, 
amongst others, in Christian community.

DELIVERY NOTES

The unit is co-taught by Janice Mcrandal and 
Stephen Burns, and will comprise two hubs — one 
in Melbourne (at CTM), one is Brisbane (at the 
Cooperative) — meeting synchronously in live time, 
by electronic media.

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6229
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6230
https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6228
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT8000P/public
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Capstone Integrative Project/Capstone Integration Examination

Course code      XX3330P/9900P/9991P

Lecturer               K Handasyde, S Winter

Mode of              Face to face and Online 
Delivery               Synchronous

Semester 2          Thursday, weekly 
2 pm to 5pm

UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

This unit is usually taken towards the end of a major 
undergraduate or postgraduate award. It enables you 
to explore the areas of theological study that most 
inspire you and to integrate across disciplines and 
contemporary themes. 

You will learn how to go about identifying and 
studying a topic or question that is important for you. 
You’ll research and write independently, but work 
collaboratively in seminars to support one another as 
a learning community. 

You’ll have engagement with faculty and an 
opportunity to explore issues of vocation and passion. 
Come prepared to explore! 

DELIVERY NOTES

Classes will be held at 2-5pm Thursday on four dates 
in 2023: 3 August, 24 August, 21 September, 26 
October (weeks 1, 4, 8 and 11). Students will also 
meet individually with an assigned supervisor at a 
mutually arranged time between weeks 4 and 8 for 
the purpose of specialised guidance on their projects. 
Students are expected to conduct independent 
research within the structure and supports provided 
and to be present in all sessions. The unit is designed 
to foster interdisciplinary theological work within a 
collaborative community of scholars and so real time 
engagement with all sessions is required. The unit 
is offered as Face to Face and, for those unable to 
attend in person, as Online Synchronous.

CAPSTONE 

https://units.divinity.edu.au/units/6220
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/XX9900P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/XX9991P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT8000P/public
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What can I study at Pilgrim?
Pilgrim Theological College, a College of the University 
of Divinity, delivers undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses in theology, as well as higher degrees by 
research. Our awards and units enable you to engage in 
a number of areas of theological study including Biblical 
Studies, Christian Thought and History, Mission and 
Ministry Studies. We also offer some subjects in the 
broader humanities, including Philosophy in particular. 

There are three ways in which you can access these 
offerings. You can enrol in a full award (a program of 
study); choose a single subject for academic credit; 
or you can “audit” to enrich your knowledge and have 
access to the unit resources without having to meet 
the requirements of formal assessments. 

For a complete list of Pilgrim Undergraduate and 
Postgraduate courses, please click on this link.

Who will teach me?
Pilgrim’s academic faculty are a strong and vibrant 
ecumenical team whose expertise is recognised both 
locally and internationally. They are experienced and 
enthusiastic instructors who value and enjoy teaching. 
They draw on their knowledge gained through research 
and scholarship and experience of service to the 
church. They are a scholarly bunch, with publications 
to their names, and are popular presenters at 
conferences, professional workshops and community 
gatherings. They are active on social media, and some 
have their own websites. 

To know more about each of them and their areas of 
expertise and interest, click here.

What are Classes at Pilgrim Like?
Whatever the particular style of your lecturer (or team 
of lecturers), material for our classes is presented to 
provoke thought and critical reflection, to engage 
your imagination and to enable your understanding. 
All efforts are made to relate your learning to 
contemporary times and discern its significance for 
service to the world. Classroom learning will therefore 
be challenging, and inspiring as well. All the Pilgrim 
faculty keep up with developments in the field and 
undergo regular professional development to enhance 
their skills in delivering adult education. They employ 
new, creative, and innovative pedagogical styles and 
approaches to teaching and learning. 

We offer weekly classes (of 3 hours in the morning, 
afternoon, or evening) throughout the semesters. Most 
classes are scheduled to meet weekly and hence meet 

face to face (student is required to physically attend a 
class on campus or location).

You will also find that units are delivered in other 
modes:

EXTERNAL ONLINE 
Student is not expected to physically attend a class  
on campus or location. These online units are delivered 
in the:

▪   Synchronous mode: meet via Zoom at 
scheduled times

▪   Asynchronous mode: where you access 
materials posted online at your own time

MULTIMODAL

▪   Intensives: synchronous learning that takes 
place via internal attendance in a learning 
environment that is primarily face to face over 
a specific time outside the normal academic 
calendar

▪   Blended: multi-modal delivery methods 
undertaken partially on an internal mode of 
attendance and partially on an external mode of 
attendance

▪    Supervised: the student attends the higher 
education provider on an agreed schedule for 
the purposes of supervision and/or instruction 
via synchronous learning

We recognise that these options can be a bit 
bewildering. The timetable will let you know the modes 
in which each unit is being delivered. If you want further 
information or advice, then our Registrar will be happy 
to help.

In class, you will most likely meet colleagues with 
different confessional and ideological leanings and 
from diverse cultures. Some are picking up a subject 
to extend their professional interests, others are 
studying purely out of interest. You will be encouraged 
to think independently, and to be open to explore new 
and challenging perspectives in a friendly, safe, and 
committed learning environment. Whether online or 
on campus, the emphasis is on interaction that ensures 
successful learning outcomes for each student.

What is a Pilgrim Learning Hub?
Pilgrim learning hubs provide a face-to-face learning 
community and additional support for online students 
in the same geographical area. These hubs were 
initiated by UCA congregations in suburban Heidelberg 
and in Horsham. 

FAQ
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/
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We hope that in the future there will be other similar 
hubs in other parts of Melbourne and regional Victoria. 
If you are interested to connect with a local hub or 
would like to establish one in your area, we are keen 
to help. Please contact the Registrar or the Academic 
Dean for more information. 

What Support Will I Receive?
The Pilgrim faculty is consistently rated above average 
in student evaluations for their teaching (and that 
is above average at the University of Divinity where 
teaching is consistently highly rated). 

As well as high quality class materials, The Dalton 
McCaughey Library is the largest theological collection 
in the Southern Hemisphere. There is a wealth of 
physical and digital resources to support you in your 
studies. Our qualified librarians are available to assist 
with your information needs and direct you in your 
scholarly pursuits. Pilgrim Theological College students 
are granted membership as part of their studies with 
the college. For catalogue, opening hours, and further 
information click here

For help with particular study skills and support 
in assessment, you should contact our Academic 
Learning Advisor, and for troubleshooting in the online 
environment, the Registrar’s office is here to help.

For financial assistance, see below.

How Much Will It Cost? 
If you study at Pilgrim and at the University of Divinity, 
you will find fees that are lower than the cost of study 
for humanities degrees in many other universities.

In 2023, an 18-point undergraduate unit costs A$1,861, 
and a 24-point postgraduate unit costs A$2,882. 
International and domestic fees are the same but 
there is an additional application fee of A$300 for 
international students. 

Australian citizens are able to use the Higher Education 
Loan Program or Fee-Help to cover the subject fees. To 
check the criteria and your eligibility to use Fee-Help, 
by clicking this link.

Fulltime domestic students may qualify for Austudy 
through Centrelink. Please visit the Department of 
Human Services for Austudy eligibility and conditions 
by clicking this link.

There are a limited number of bursaries and 
scholarships available through both the University 
of Divinity and the Uniting Church in Australia. More 
information is available through the Registrar. 

Our subjects are also available for professional 
development or for personal enrichment for students 
who ‘audit’, that is undertake the program without 
completing formal assessment. In 2023 the audit fee is 
$350. 

Where Can I Find More Information?
We would love to meet you in person or via video-call 
to get to know you and together find a suitable starting 
point for your theological studies at Pilgrim. You can 
find us at the Centre for Theology and Ministry, 29 
College Crescent, Parkville VIC 3052. If a visit in person 
is not feasible, please feel free to contact the Registrar’s 
Office by phone or email for a conversation about study 
options. Our Registrar can also connect you to the 
appropriate Course Coordinators or the Academic Dean 
for specific matters relating to teaching and learning. 

The Registrar’s Office is open from Monday to Friday, 
9am to 5pm and can be contacted by phone, 03 9340 
8892 or by email, study@pilgrim.edu.au. 

How Do I Enrol? 
Enrolment opens on 1 November 2023 with most 
classes running between February and November 2023. 
Click here to view our timetable.

The first step towards becoming a Pilgrim student 
is to make contact with us. If you are interested in 
coursework studies, you should make an appointment 
with the Academic Dean or the Registrar. 

If your aim is a higher degree by research, the Registrar 
will put you in touch with our Research Co-ordinator or 
a potential supervisor in your field. 

Then, we discuss the subject options with you so that 
you can select the course that best suits your needs 
and interests, in accordance with the admission criteria 
for various awards. 

This interview is the step two in the enrolment process. 
We can meet by phone or by video-call if need be. 

Step three is completing and submitting the application 
form along with the supporting documents. The 
Registrar will guide you through this process. Once 
your application has been reviewed and approved, you 
will receive a confirmation email, and a ‘welcome pack’ 
to assist you in your studies. 

Please feel free to contact us for any clarification 
about the enrolment process: 

03 9340 8892     I   study@pilgrim.edu.au 
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