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When I first told people that I was planning
to go to College and study theology
there were a few who tried to warn me
about the dangers. College would make
me too academic, they said. Christianity
is something that should be believed
and lived, but not really questioned or
debated. God belongs in the church, not
the University etc. etc.. Above all, these
wary but well-meaning friends told me
that studying theology would … and here
they used a whole bunch of words that
started with the letters ‘de-‘ … de-stroy my
prayer life, de-construct my faith, de-molish
my relationship with God, de-crease my
passion. None of which, I am pleased to say,
turned out to be true.
The idea that critical engagement with
issues of faith or the rigorous interrogation
of history, texts, doctrines, and practices
somehow de-stabilizes things does have an
element of truth to it, however. Unlearning
will often precede new learning. And it is
often hard work to recognise that the things
that we thought were obvious, or easy, or
unquestionable, are actually complicated,
difficult, and open to debate. To study
theology well is to be willing to step into
and live with a certain kind of uncertainty.
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The units of study on offer at Pilgrim
Theological College in 2022, summarized
in the pages of this Course Guide, are
offered as a way of helping you to wrestle
with those questions and that complexity
in a supportive learning environment.
Many of us have been living with all sorts
of uncertainty and difficulty over the past
eighteen months or more (I write just as

news of the lifting of lockdown restrictions
in Melbourne has arrived). If you belong
to a church, or are preparing to offer
ministry in the church, then you will have
experienced the destabilizing effects of the
pandemic on the routines and rhythms of
worship, mission, and service. But, beyond
that narrow world, we are all aware of the
different ways that the global crisis has
highlighted the inequalities and injustices
that shape our relationships with each
other and with creation itself. As we step
out of restrictions, the world we encounter
is no less complex, and the challenges we
face are no less difficult, than they were
in 2019. Many of the courses at Pilgrim
are designed to help you to meet those
challenges head on.
At Pilgrim we can help you learn how to
read the Bible responsibly and with a view
to liberation and justice. You can discover
new dimensions of Christian theology to
inform your own faith and discipleship. We
provide units that explicitly ask about the
relationship between the world of theology
and the church and the wider worlds of
politics, culture, and society. At Pilgrim you
can develop your understanding and skills
to lead and serve effectively within and
beyond the church.
So, there is no better time to step into
the classroom (in Parkville, or by joining
a class remotely) to wrestle again with
the ways that exploring ancient texts,
historical movements, difficult ideas,
important doctrines, past and present
understandings of faith, ministry, and
discipleship can provide us with resources

for hope, transformation, and faithfulness.
Whether you are studying the Bible, history,
theology, leadership, education, or ministry,
Pilgrim provides you with expert teachers
to guide you, helpful staff to support you
in your learning, the rich resources of the
Dalton McCaughey Library, and a diverse
and rich student community.
The apostle Paul once wrote that
Christians should be prepared to ‘de-stroy
strongholds, arguments, and every proud
obstacle that prevents us from knowing
God…to take every thought captive to obey
Christ’ (2 Corinthians 10:5). His language
is probably rather too ‘militant’ for our
contemporary sensibilities, but perhaps
the present moment calls for some hard
thinking and passionate speaking about the
difference that faith makes in a complex
and challenging world. Later, Paul backs
off a little and reminds the Corinthians
that ‘everything we do is for the sake
of building you up’ (2 Corinthians
12:19). And in the end, contrary to
the opinion of my well-meaning
friends all those years ago, that
is what the study of theology is
for: preparation for the work of
re-building, re-construction,
re-creation.
So, take a careful look at the rest
of this Course Guide and think
about what you might study.
Recommend us to your friends.
Get in touch with us. We would
love to talk with you about your
study plans in 2022 and beyond.

Sean Winter
Head of College
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FIELD A

HUMANITIES (AH) • LANGUAGES (AL) • PHILOSOPHY (AP) •
RELIGIOUS STUDIES (AR)

Culture and Expressions of Belief
Course code

AH/DE2102P/8102P

Instructor

A Burritt

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face

This unit invites you to explore the relationship
between images, objects and the expression of
spirituality and the significance for our culturally
diverse parishes, schools, and community.

Semester 1

Delivery Notes

Thursday, 2 pm to 5 pm

Unit Descriptions
We live in a culturally diverse society where
visual images, texts and objects are powerful
communicators of cultures and beliefs. Historically
Christians have had a dynamic relationship with visual
culture, literacy, and artefacts, as they have sought to
express their spiritual lives.

The Unit will be delivered through face-to-face classes
2.00 – 5.00 pm on Thursdays during Semester 1.
Classes will be a combination of lectures, tutorials,
and small group workshop activities. Required reading
will be set for each class and pre-reading will be
available one week prior to the commencement of
classes. Lectures will be recorded, and PowerPoint
slides used in classes will be available through ARK.

Introduction to New Testament Greek A
Course code

AL1100P/8100P

Instructor

S Chen

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 1

Thursday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions

Translate and interpret short passages from Scripture
as well as other writing from the first and second
centuries.
Delivery Notes
This unit is also delivered as an Online Synchronous
unit. Students will be able to attend this unit in real
time either on location or via zoom.

One of our liveliest and most energetic classes!
Learn a whole new alphabet and start to read the
original language of the New Testament.

Introduction to New Testament Greek B
Course code

AL2200P/8200P

Instructor

S Chen

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Thursday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
Can a better understanding of Greek language
enhance your understanding of the New Testament?
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Even if you don’t know any Greek, this unit develops
your understanding of New Testament Greek syntax,
grammar, and vocabulary.

About a third of the unit will be devoted to the
translation of Greek New Testament passages of
various genres, prepared in advance by the students.
By engaging with a biblical text in its original language
you will see how studying Greek can assist in its
interpretation.
Delivery Notes
This unit is also delivered as an Online Synchronous
unit. Students will be able to attend this unit in real
time either on location or via zoom.

Philosophy for Understanding Theology
Course code

AP1000P/8000P

Instructor

J Martis

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 1

Wednesday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
Behind every famous theologian there is a famous
philosopher or philosophical system. Platonism is
part of the context of the New Testament, and for
Augustine and so for Luther; Aristotle sets the scene

for Thomas Aquinas; Kant for Schleiermacher; Hegel
for Kierkegaard and Barth; Heidegger for Bultmann
and Rahner. See the theologians more clearly by
appreciating the intellectual worlds that inform them.
Delivery Notes
Students will be expected to be present weekly in
real time, 9.30 a.m-12.30 p.m. on Wednesdays in
term time. Depending on their choice of mode at
the outset of the semester, their presence will be
either physical or via Zoom. A tutorial segment will be
included in the 3-hour class.

Hermeneutics
Course code

AP2600P/3600P/9600P

Instructor

J Martis

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Thursday, 6 pm to 9 pm

How should we understand truth and meaning?
How can we know what texts mean? Included
here are issues of how textual meaning might be
authoritatively determined, and whether an adequate
“explanation of explanation” is to be had. If you’re not
sure what hermeneutics means, you will be an expert
by the end of this unit.

Unit Descriptions

Delivery Notes

This unit explores interpretation from a philosophical
perspective. You will study the development of
hermeneutical theory in the work of Schleiermacher,
Dilthey, Heidegger, Gadamer and Ricouer, and the
contributions of structuralists, poststructuralists
and others. Questions explored include: How does
hermeneutics link the ancient world to our own?

Students will be expected to be present weekly in
real time, 6 pm - 9 pm on Thursdays in term time.
Depending on their choice of mode at the outset of
the semester, their presence will be either physical or
via Zoom. A tutorial segment will be included in the
3-hour class.

Greek Sources of Western Thought
Course code

AP2720P/3720P/9720P

Instructor

J Martis

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 1

Thursday, 6 pm to 9 pm

Unit Descriptions
You may have heard of Plato and Aristotle, but
how well do you understand their ideas and their
influence? This unit tracks the ways that the ideas

of these two great philosophical thinkers laid the
foundation for Western philosophy. It also looks at
the way that Greek philosophy was important to the
development of early Christian theology
Delivery Notes
Students will be expected to be present weekly in
real time, 6 pm- 9 pm on Thursdays in term time.
Depending on their choice of mode at the outset of
the semester, their presence will be either physical or
via Zoom. A tutorial segment will be included in the
3-hour class.
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Belief After Philosophy: Postmodernism and Religious Faith
Course code

AP2750P/3750P/9750P

Instructor

J Martis

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
and External – Online
Synchronous
Semester 2

 ednesday, 9.30 am to
W
12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
How can we still speak meaningfully of
God or religious faith in today’s world? This
unit explores the relationship between
postmodernism and religious faith.

Does the notion of God as foundation
amount to limitation of the divine, or even
idolatry? Discover how postmodern thinking
bids to rework some traditional connections
between faith and philosophy.
Delivery Notes
Students will be expected to be present
weekly in real time, 9.30 am - 12.30 pm on
Wednesdays during the teaching semester.
Depending on their choice of mode at the
outset of the semester, their presence will
be either physical or via Zoom. A tutorial
segment will be included in the 3-hour class.

Who are our Neighbours? Multicultural Difference and
Interreligious Relationship
Course code

AR1150P

Instructor

J Flett and M Melanchthon

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

 onday, 9.30 am to 5 pm
M
(Fortnightly)

Unit Descriptions
FOR UCA FORMATION COHORT ONLY
The rich, cultural diversity in Australia is
declared to be one of its greatest strengths.
30% of Australia’s population were born
overseas! A significant component of
this diversity is religious difference. How
important is it for prospective Christian
ministers to have some knowledge of other
religions?
This unit examines the responsible
hospitality of the congregation in its local
neighbourhood and offers the opportunity
for theological reflection on interreligious
encounter both from the perspective of the
Christian faith’s own self-description, and
from the perspective of the religious other.
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Delivery Notes
This unit will meet over 6 Mondays during
Semester 1, 2022 from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
every two weeks throughout the timetabled
semester. Students may be required to
attend tutorials via Zoom on the alternate
Mondays. The Schedule, Outline and
Reading material will be available on the ARK
meta unit site to all enrolled students a week
before the start of class for those who may
wish to get a head start on the reading,
The class will include lectures/presentations
by visiting scholars and religious
personalities and will incorporate visits to
religious centres and places of worship
(Covid restrictions permitting).
Expectations:
1. Regular attendance and informed
participation in all class and tutorial
sessions. This class will meet on 21 Feb; 7,
21 March; 4 April; and on 9, 23 May.
2. 3 Assessment tasks: 1. A collaborative
project on a major religion 2. Journal 3.
Essay.
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FIELD B

OLD TESTAMENT (BA) • NEW TESTAMENT (BN) • BIBLICAL STUDIES (BS)

Life, History and the People of God in the Hebrew Scriptures
Course code

BA1010P/2010P/8010P

Instructor

J Havea and B Kolia

Mode of Delivery External – Online Synchronous
Semester 1

 utorial session, Tuesdays, 2-3pm
T
AET

Unit Descriptions
Come and increase your knowledge and understanding
of the Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) and gain new
insights into the life, history, and faith of the people
of God in ancient Israel. In this introductory unit, you
will survey the contents of the Old Testament and
study the historical contexts, genres, and theology of
the OT books. As well as understanding the texts in
their ancient context, you will explore their relation to
issues of contemporary faith.

Delivery Notes
Lectures will be recorded, and the video clips (2 for
each session) will be made available on ARK. The
videos will be available 7 days before the scheduled
session, and students may watch them at a
convenient time. Students are advised to read ALL
assigned readings before watching the lectures.
A Tutorial session will be held live for 1hr during weeks
1-12 (Tuesdays, 2-3pm AET), using ZOOM (link will be
available on ARK).
Students are required to attend ALL Tutorial
sessions, which are designed to help with their
learning and fulfilling the assessment tasks.

Introduction to the New Testament: Stories, Texts, Beliefs
Course code

BN1010P/8010P

Instructor

R Whitaker

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Asynchronous
Semester 2

Tuesday, 2 pm to 5 pm

Unit Descriptions
Immerse yourself in an introduction to New
Testament history, texts, and theology. Beginning
with the letters of Paul as the earliest extant Christian
literature and surveying the development of gospel
literature as well as other forms of early Christian
writing, you will be introduced to the rise of the
early Christian movement and explore the range of
developing theological beliefs that characterised the
first two generations of early Christianity.
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Delivery Notes
The face-to-face class will meet weekly at Pilgrim
(Parkville) for lectures, workshops and discussion.
No prior knowledge is assumed.
For online class, lectures and content will be available
for students to work through in their own time. The
asynchronous content will be supported by a weekly,
non-optional evening online tutorial on Mondays at
7.30pm (Melbourne time).

Mark’s Gospel in Context
Course code

BN2030P/3030P/9030P

Instructor

S Douglas

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Thursday, 6 pm to 9 pm

Unit Descriptions
The Gospel of Mark is a lectionary gospel full of
humour, insight, and challenge, so why not come and
deepen your understanding of Mark’s story of Jesus?
This course will trace the narrative of this text as
we pay attention to the literary, social, cultural, and
theological contexts from which this gospel emerges.

Taking this course will deepen your skills in
interpreting the gospels and prepare you for the ‘Year
of Mark’.
Delivery Notes
The class will run face to face from 6pm to 9pm on
Thursday evenings. It is expected that students will
attend in person. It will not be recorded. Power point
slides may be available on ARK.
There will not be an additional tutorial outside this
set class time. The tutorial will usually be in the last
hour of each week. There will be pre-readings required
each week. There is no alternate mode of delivery for
this class in 2022

Reading Romans: Exegesis, Theology, Context
Course code

BN2060P/3060P/9060P

Instructor

S Winter

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Thursday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
Romans is the longest and probably the most
influential letter that Paul wrote. It is also pretty
challenging to interpret. This unit gives you a chance
to wrestle with Romans and, as a result, to win a
better understanding of Paul’s gospel in its ancient
and contemporary contexts. You will learn how to
approach the letter’s situation and argument in ways
that shed light on Paul’s theology and its continued
significance. You will also be given exegetical tools
that will help you understand the difficult texts in the
letter.

Delivery Notes
The unit will run between 9.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m. on
Thursday mornings. The preference is for students to
attend in person at the CTM. Students who are unable
to attend face to face should make arrangements to
do so synchronously online.
Classes will be planned to enable blended learning
between classroom and online attendees, and
aspects will be recorded for class use.
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Reading and Interpreting the Bible in Contemporary Times
Course code

BS3010P/9010P

Instructor

J Havea

Mode of Delivery Blended and Synchronous
Semester 2

Intensive: 29-30 July; 5-6 Aug;
19 Aug

Unit Descriptions
This course will introduce you to exciting (both
traditional and more recent, innovative) ways
of interpreting the Bible, with a strong focus on
methods that help us read and hear the Bible in our
contemporary times.
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You will be introduced to the strengths and
weaknesses of historical, literary, and cultural
approaches (including feminist, queer, and
postcolonial criticisms). These methods will be
explored with reference to selected texts from the
Old Testament.
Delivery Notes
The class will meet face to face on site at the CTM,
Parkville, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm with scheduled
breaks. Students are also expected to attend 6 hours
of online (synchronous) sessions on mutually agreed
upon times over the rest of the semester.

Gender, Justice and Empire: Contextual Readings
of the Old Testament
Course code

BA3040P/9040P

Instructor

M Melanchthon

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face
to face and
External – Online
Synchronous
Semester 2

Intensive: 11, 12, 18,
19 of March and 1
and 2 April

Unit Descriptions
This intensive six-day unit explores the
relationship between issues of gender,
justice and empire in Old Testament
interpretation.
We study a number of Old Testament
texts, particularly those which narrate
the experience of women within the
wider social and imperial contexts of
ancient Israel. You will engage in a
close reading of a range of primary Old
Testament texts and contemporary
feminist/womanist and other (culturally
diverse) scholarship.
The approach is interdisciplinary and
will provide students opportunity
to study these texts alongside
contemporary women’s experiences
and portrayals of women in other
media such as art, film, poetry, and law.

Delivery Notes
This intensive (face to face) is offered
over a course of 6 days (Fridays and
Saturdays). The class will meet from
9:00 am to 5:00 pm on the advertised
dates and will include scheduled
breaks. This unit is also available in the
External-Online Synchronous mode
and will meet at the same time as the
intensive.
The Scriptural texts dealt with in this
unit raise issues pertaining to women’s
lives such as sexuality, and violence –
both past and present - which some
may find troubling.
The schedule, outline and the reading
material for this unit will be available to
the student on the ARK Meta site, two
weeks before the class begins for those
who may wish to get a head start on
the reading.
Expectations:
1. R
 egular Attendance and informed
participation in class sessions
2. Submission of two assessment tasks
1. Essay on Reading Material
2. And Exegetical Essay. See unit
guide for requirements and the ARK
child site for grading criteria.

The Book of Revelation: Evil, Empire and Eschatology
Course code

BN3130P/9130P

Instructor

R Whitaker

Mode of Delivery Internal –
Face to face
Semester 1

 ednesday, 9.30 am
W
to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions

Revelation utilizes and critiques ancient
statuary, visual rhetoric and imperial
iconography to expose evil and offer an
alternate vision of God’s reign.
A Greek tutorial stream will be provided
for students with Greek.
Delivery Notes

The Book of Revelation is a highly
symbolic, political, and justice-oriented
text that speaks to a range of ancient
and contemporary issues.

This upper-level New Testament class
will be primarily run as a seminar style
class. Students will be expected to lead
and participate in discussions based on
the readings.

This unit offers a close exegetical study
of the Revelation in its historical and
political setting. Particular attention
will be given to the visual context of
Revelation, noting how the author of

There will also be guest lectures from
Revelation scholars representing a
range of perspectives. Students should
usually have completed at least 2 prior
units in NT / OT.
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FIELD C

CHURCH HISTORY (CH) • SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY (CT)

Early Monastic Wisdom: The Desert and the City
Course code

CH1010P/8010P

Instructor

K Massam and C Posa SGS

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Intensive: 17 – 22 July

Unit Descriptions
The pithy advice of the desert mothers and fathers
is as fresh and focussed today as it was in the
4th century. In this intensive, join the discussion
between the early desert monks about how to
live with integrity and serve God well. We meet
Antony, Syncletica, Macrina, Evagrius, Cassian and
their communities, exploring the first five centuries
of Christianity with an emphasis on traditions of
theological reflection and the wisdom of the desert.

Delivery Notes
Class begins with shared, Covid safe, meal and film
Sunday 22 July 6 pm – 9 pm. Classes meet 9.30-4.30,
each day.
On Wed 20 July we will join the Cistercian community
at Tarrawarra Abbey, Yarra Glen for sessions led by
Fr Michael Casey OCSO. Transport will be arranged.
Lunch provided.
A limited number of students will be able to stay
at the Abbey Guesthouse from evening of Tuesday
19 July (Group 1 -max 5) or to stay on after class
Wednesday 20 July through to Thursday morning
(Group 2 – max 5).

Christianity's Dangerous Memory
Course code

CH1020P/8020P

Instructor

K Handasyde & K Massam

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Wednesday, 6 pm to 9 pm

Unit Descriptions
For communities as well as for individuals, memory
is the foundation for making meaning in the present,
and for shaping the future.
This unit explores dangerous and creative memories
within the Christian community. It equips you with
skills, approaches, and new perspectives so as to tell
more nuanced and interesting stories that go beyond
media stereotypes.
Using historical case studies that still resonate today,
we will explore how and why some assumptions
about the church and people of faith proved widely
popular, while other Christian histories have been
forgotten, neglected or distorted.
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In 2022 the case studies will explore histories of
Christianity and nationalism, gender and the body,
capitalism and the secular, interfaith and crosscultural contact, and the environment.

Delivery Notes
Online/distance students can join in real time for the
class held at the CTM on Wednesdays in semester
teaching weeks, evenings, 6pm – 9pm (Melbourne
time)
The classes are not recorded. Material to support the
work in class will be available through ARK.

Radical Legacies: Faith, Activism and Social Change
Course code

CH2060P/3060P/9060P

Instructor

K Handasyde

Mode of Delivery Blended Synchronous and
Asynchronous
Semester 1

Tuesday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
Take a deep dive into the history of Christian
movements for social change. You’ll meet
campaigners for justice, welfare, peace, environment,
housing, and human rights. From 19th century
women’s groups to 20th century grassroots activists,
explore their worlds, hear what they had to say, and
trace the legacies of their radical, gospel work. Enrol in
“Radical Legacies” and discover how woke grandmas
tried to save the world!
Delivery Notes
Lectures, discussions, workshops, and seminars
delivered as a Multi-Modal unit involving blended
learning with both asynchronous and synchronous
elements. A typical week would involve listening to
the pre-recorded lecture, reading the set material
provided and completing the corresponding quiz
online, then joining the classroom session either in
person or online at 10.30am Tuesday.

Lectures will be pre-recorded for asynchronous online
listening to prior to the classroom session.
The classroom session (which will comprise a mixture
of discussion, workshop, and seminar) will run from
10.30-12.30 on Tuesdays at Pilgrim Theological
College and synchronously via zoom. Students will
be expected to participate in and sometimes lead the
synchronous classroom discussion on the weekly
reading material.
Recordings provided
Weekly lecture
Resources provided
Weekly reading and links to recommended extended
reading options are provided. Students will need
to undertake independent research in the library to
complete document studies and essay.
Assessment
Online quizzes (each having fewer than five true/false
or multiple-choice questions related directly to the
reading material provided for discussion) due in weeks
2-11 prior to the classroom session.
▪ Document Study No. 1 due in week 4
▪ Document Study No. 2 due in week 8
▪ E
 ssay due at the end of week 12
(final week of classes)

Discernment and Authority in Christian Tradition
Course code

CH3019P/9019P

Instructor

K Massam & C Lambert

Mode of Delivery Online Synchronous
Semester 1

 eminars: Wednesday, 6.15 pm –
S
7.45 pm Melbourne time: 2 March,
16 March, 30 March, 27, April, 11
May, 25 May.

Unit Descriptions
What are the characteristics of a good decision? And
how do you make good choices, individually and in
community? With examples from within and beyond
the church, we will develop definitions of authentic
leadership and identify strategies for building the

capacity of groups and individuals to make good
choices (discernment) and the foundations required
for their implementation (authority). The nature and
processes of discernment in the Christian tradition,
and the relationship of discernment to authority in the
Christian community.
Delivery Notes
Materials will be posted on ARK, with 6 seminars on
Wednesday evenings 6.15 pm – 7.45 pm Melbourne
time: 2 March, 16 March, 30 March, 27 April, 11 May,
25 May. The seminars will not be recorded. Lecture
and other material to support the class will be posted
on ARK. There is some flexibility if students need to
miss 2 March or 25 May, but the four other meetings
are required.
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Christianity's Big Ideas
Course code

CT1000P/8000P

Instructor

G Thompson

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 1

Tuesday, 6 pm to 9 pm

Unit Descriptions
From the outset Christian faith provoked intellectual
controversy and curiosity. In the contemporary
context of competing and contested ideas this
subject explores what it might mean for the central
doctrines of Christianity to nurture a theological

vision which (like a work of art) engages, provokes and
stretches the imagination, intellect and heart, serving
the church in its witness to the world.
Delivery Notes
The three hours each week will include both lecture
input and tutorial discussions. Pre-reading will be set
for each week as preparation for the lecture. Each
week’s tutorial will focus on consolidating the critical
issues raised in the previous week’s lecture.
The External-Online Synchronous mode will meet at
the same time as the Face-to-Face unit.

Church: God’s Polycentric, Experimental community
Course code

CT/DA/DM2011P/8011P

Instructor

G Thompson and J Flett

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 1

Thursday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
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With the shift of Christianity’s centre of gravity to
the global south, it is now common to speak of the
polycentric nature of the church and to acknowledge
the provisional and experimental nature of all forms of
church.

This unit will explore the nature and mission of the
church through these filters of polycentricity and
experimentation.
Delivery Notes
The three hours each week will include both lecture
input and tutorial discussions. Pre-reading will be set
for each week as preparation for the lecture. Each
week’s tutorial will focus on consolidating the critical
issues raised in the previous week’s lecture.
The External-Online Synchronous mode will meet at
the same time as the Face-to-Face unit.

Trinity, Society and Dialogue
Course code

CT3000P/9000P

Instructor

M Lindsay and G Thompson

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous

This unit explores the controversial developments of
the early Councils, the re-emergence of Trinitarian
thought in the twentieth century, and its increasing
profile in conversations about atheism, other faiths,
sexuality, and politics.

Semester 2

Delivery Notes

Tuesday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
How big is the leap from the stories of Jesus in the
Gospels to the statements about his humanity
and divinity in the creeds? What does in mean for
Christians to proclaim the Triune God?

This unit will meet synchronously with a parallel unit
at Trinity College Theological School. The ExternalOnline Synchronous mode will meet at the same time
as the Face-to-Face unit. For the face-to-face cohort,
half the lectures will be given at Pilgrim and half at
Trinity.

Queer Theology
Course code

CT3001P/9001P

Instructor

J Inkpin and Penny Jones

Mode of Delivery Blended synchronous
Semester 2

Intensive: 30 June; 1, 4, 5, 6 July

Unit Descriptions
How do sexuality and gender identity inform,
challenge, and transform our understandings of
faith and life? How can 'queer' ideas and expressions
contribute to healthier ways of thinking and relating?
This unit will explore queer theology as it has
emerged from queer theory, LGBTIQ+ justice
struggles, and faith development and practice.
It seeks to engage with lively issues today in
relationship to emergent queer theologies, including
intersectional approaches, postcolonial perspectives,
queer art, action and contemporary reflection.
Delivery Notes

The class will meet from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on the
advertised dates and will include scheduled breaks.
Three two-hour tutorial sessions on-line will also be
required after the intensive, during which student
presentations will be made. It is expected that these
will take place in August and September, with dates to
be confirmed two weeks prior to the intensive.
The schedule, outline and the reading material for this
unit will be available to the student on the ARK Meta
site, two weeks before the class begins for those who
may wish to get a head start on the reading.
Expectations
▪ Regular Attendance and informed participation
in class sessions, both at the Intensive and at the
three Zoom tutorials.
▪ Submission of three assessment tasks – 1. Essay
on nature of queer theology 2. Presentation
analysing a queer text, artwork, or event 3.
Integrative essay. See unit guide for requirements
and the ARK meta site for grading criteria.

This course is delivered as a face to face, in person
Intensive over five weekdays, (Thursday Friday,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday).

17

18
18

Doing Theology in public
Course code

CT3321P/9321P

Instructor

R Whitaker and J Flett

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Intensive: 12-13 Aug, 9-10 Sept,
14-15 Oct

Unit Descriptions
It is often observed that the church in western
societies no longer holds the social capital it did even
50 years ago. While this may be true, it is not the
case that Christian faith has disappeared from public
discourse. Christianity is present in the public sphere
due to a number of charged events: media posts
by famous sports people, mass shootings at places
of worship, marriage and sexuality debates, voting
patterns, and claims about cultural heritage and
the needs of civil society. This unit looks at the field
of public theology. It considers its origins, its main
concerns, theories, and methods, but moves beyond

this to think about the mechanics and intentions of
doing theology in public, with the aim of developing
practical skills.
Delivery Notes
This unit will be co-taught by John Flett and Robyn
Whitaker, along with several guest lecturers who
represent “public theologians.” Classes will meet from
9:00 am to 5:00 pm and will be a mix of lectures,
tutorials based on the readings, and practical skill
building (such as workshopping an article for a
newspaper with a journalist or learning how to make a
podcast or do a radio interview).
Students must be able to attend all 6 intensives days
in person at Pilgrim. There will be pre-readings for
each intensive block of two days.
Students should have some prior units in theology, at
minimum introductory units in systematic theology,
missiology, and/or biblical studies, or permission of
the lecturers to enrol.

A Changed Climate for Theology
Course code

CT9040P

Instructor

D Guess

Mode of Delivery Online Asynchronous
Semester 2

Online

Unit Descriptions
A day rarely passes when the topic of climate change
is not on the agenda.
The ecological phenomenon of climate change
relates to the essentially religious question of who
we are and how we are to live. This unit examines the
question of what an ecological context and approach
means for Christian theology and praxis.

It identifies some of the challenges this presents for
questions of faith and understanding and explores a
number of significant ecological resources in the rich
Christian tradition.
Delivery Notes
Online Seminar 2
Twelve weekly sessions with a mid-semester break.
Students will be expected to complete all work
sections including recommended reading in their own
time.
Individual Zoom conferences will be available as
required in the early weeks as students plan and refine
their major essay topic.
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FIELD D

MISSION AND MINISTRY (DA) • EDUCATION STUDIES (DE) •
SPIRITUALITY (DS) • LITURGY (DL) • MISSIOLOGY (DM) •
ECUMENICAL STUDIES (DU) • PASTORAL CARE (DP)

Children and Families Ministry: Core Issues and Contextualities for
Excellence in Practice
Course code

DA1000P/8000P

Instructor

E Barnett

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous

the child in relation to family, church, faith, culture,
technology, history and philosophical discourse,
the unit develops critical skills for comprehensive
approach to mission and leadership with children and
their families today.

Semester 1

Delivery Notes

Intensive: 27, 28, 29 January; 1, 2
and 3 February

Unit Descriptions
The needs of children and their families will focus
our discussion of church and the Australian context.
Addressing the theology, spirituality and sociology of

This course is delivered as an Intensive face to face in
person and synchronously via Zoom over 6 weekdays,
(Thursday - Saturday, Tuesday - Thursday).
The class will meet from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on the
advertised dates and will include scheduled breaks.

The Nurture and Spiritual Guidance of Children
Course code

 A/DS 2030P/ DA/DS3030P/ DA/
D
DS9030P

Instructor

E Barnett

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Intensive: 23, 24 25, 28, 29, 30
November

Unit Descriptions
In this intensive unit, we seek to develop more
informed ministries of protection and respect in
pastoral care and religious education.
We explore the historical and current interest in
the spiritual life and the spiritual development of
children. The unit examines links between Scripture,
theological thought, spiritual and psychological
development, neurobiology and ministry with
children.
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Delivery Notes
This course is delivered as an Intensive face to face in
person and synchronously via Zoom over 6 weekdays,
(Wednesday to Friday, and Monday to Wednesday).
The class will meet from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on the
advertised dates and will include scheduled breaks.

Worship in Context
Course code

DL1010P/8030P

Instructor

S Burns

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Tuesday, 6 pm to 9 pm

Unit Descriptions
Worship in Context explores central contentions of
liturgical theology. It subjects them to questions from
Australian perspectives, in search of contextualized
liturgical theology and practice.
Methodologically, there are three steps. First, the unit
presents key contentions of liturgical theology—of
the kind that marks ecumenical liturgical renewal and
shapes denominational ritual books and liturgical
resources, such as (but by no means only) Uniting
in Worship 2. These contentions include: that Christ
Jesus is made known in word and sacrament; that
the assembly is the celebrant of Christian liturgy, and
the presider the servant of the assembly, and so on.
Second, numerous perspectives are brought into
critical correlation with these commonplace notions
of liturgical theology. These perspectives variously
draw on Australian cultural exegesis, colonial history,
First People’s theology, and studies of the distinctive
Australian ecclesial scene.

This second step makes clear the problematic nature
of liturgy in migration to this place. Thirdly, the
unit models ways of ‘talking back to the tradition’,
suggesting some and seeking other contributions
to a contextualized liturgical theology and practice,
proposing adjustments to/affirmations of/corrections
to/renunciation of liturgical theology, conscious of its
setting and dimensions of liturgy both stable and in
flux.
Delivery Notes
The times of class are Tuesdays in semester, 6-9pm.
There are no additional tutorials.
The class is not recorded, and not posted on ARK.
A small number of pre-readings are assigned for study
ahead of semester. Other readings are assigned as
follow-up to class. So class introduces topics, with
readings given to invite deeper engagement with
issues identified in class. The exception to this general
pattern is that participants will occasionally be called
upon to introduce readings to the group, and this
will require some reading in advance (this reading in
advance of class will be allocated in Week 1).
Because there are practical elements involved, the
class is in-person, and alternate modes of delivery are
not offered.

Intercultural Theology and Missiology: An Introduction
Course code

DM1000P/8000P

Instructor

J Flett

Mode of Delivery Blended Synchronous

It will be divided into three main sections: the biblical
foundations of mission; the ground and practice
of mission through Christian history; key themes
shaping the theology and practice of mission today

Semester 2

Delivery Notes

Thursday, 2 pm to 5 pm

Unit Descriptions
In this unit, you will be introduced to the field of
mission studies.

This will be a flipped classroom, with the lectures
pre-recorded (aiming at 3 30 min lectures) and with
reading and questions assigned for discussion during
an hour-long tutorial.
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Christian Assembly: Orders of Ministry
Course code

DP1020P

Instructor

S Burns & G Thompson

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Monday, 9.30 am to 5 pm
(Fortnightly)

Delivery Notes
This unit will meet over 6 Mondays: 25 July; 8, 22
August; 5 September; 3 and 17 October, during
Semester 2, 2022 from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm every two
weeks throughout the timetabled semester. Students
may be required to attend tutorials via Zoom on the
alternate Mondays.

Unit Descriptions
FOR UCA FORMATION COHORT ONLY

Theology of Pastoral Care
Course code

DP1500P/8500P

Instructor

R Prior

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 1

Wednesday, 2 pm to 5 pm

Unit Descriptions
What does the church mean when it speaks of
‘pastoral’ care, what does it look like in practice, and
how does it connect with a living Christian Faith?
This unit offers a robust theological foundation for
the practice of pastoral care. Drawing on the core
theological resources of the Christian tradition
it disrupts common understandings of pastoral
care both within and beyond the church, clearing
the ground for a fresh approach to a theologically
informed pastoral ministry.

Various contemporary issues and diverse life
experiences provide a stimulating context for this
pursuit.
Delivery Notes
Lecturer and students will work interactively, drawing
on the experiences and challenges in pastoral
ministry, and identifying basic questions and issues
to be addressed. Lecture input will be combined with
group work, role play, and personal story, together
exploring, and examining the understanding and
practice of ‘pastoral’ care. On two occasions through
the semester, students will be expected to have
a one-hour 1:1 meeting with the lecturer about
progress with assessments and particular topics of
the student’s interest or concern.
Normally, pre-reading will not be required but relevant
resource materials will be available on ARK each week.

Pastoral Care with People with Disabilities
Course code

DP2012P/3012P/9012P

Instructor

A Calder

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Wednesday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Unit Descriptions
The unit will address theological, liturgical, ethical,
and pastoral care issues associated with ministry with
people with disabilities. Issues of inclusion in faith
communities and community-based settings will be
explored.
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Participants will also examine access (attitudes,
friendship, legislation, rights, communications, and
architecture) to gain a deeper understanding of
ableism and obstacles to full participation.
Scripture will be examined as a means of reflection on
contemporary theological-pastoral issues pertaining
to disability. The relationship between faith and
healing, and emerging theologies about disability will
be explored.
Delivery Notes
Weekly pre-readings required. A site visit will be part
of the unit.

Life Abundantly in Christ: An Introduction to Pastoral Theology
and Pastoral Psychology for Ministry Practice
Course code

DP2600P/8600P

Instructor

J Calder

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Intensive: 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 June

Unit Descriptions
In this unit of study, you will explore the important
connections between the Christian vision of the
human person (Theological Anthropology) and the
pastoral practices required to ensure the provision of
this vision in the life of People of God.
Through examining the Christian lens through which
pastoral practices are undertaken and understood,
you will be introduced to the key pastoral skills of
attending (listening), practicing ways of engaging in
this key pastoral skill.

Delivery Notes
Students will attend class 9.30 am-4.00pm at Pilgrim
Theological College, Parkville, for face-to-face
workshops on Monday June 20th until Friday June 24th
inclusive.
Required readings and preliminary activities will
be placed on the ARK learning management
system approximately 1 month prior to workshop
commencement. Students are expected to have
completed these tasks prior to the first workshop date
of the 20th of June. All Unit readings will be covered in
the online preliminary activities (The pre-readings are
the required readings for the Unit).
Lectures will not be recorded. Workshops will include
practicing pastoral skills.

This unit thus represents a composite of theology,
critical thinking in relation to pastoral practice and the
practical pastoral and interpersonal skills necessary for
all participate in the life of the Christian community
and particularly for those who seeks to lead that
community.

Living Leadership: Managing Organisational Change Faithfully
Course code

DP8002P

Delivery Notes

Instructor

J Byrnes

This is an interactive and practical course for those
already exercising leadership in a variety of contexts.

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 1

Intensive: 20, 21, 22 April, 1, 2, 3
June

Unit Descriptions
This unit is the first of three in the Grad Cert in
Leadership award.
Understanding and reading the organisation, its
complexity, as well as change processes is crucial for
leadership.

Intensives will include group work and shared
presentations, case studies linked to the contexts of
the participants; as well as insights and learning from
research.
Each day of the intensive will run from 10am -4.30pm.
outside of these times there will be reading, some
homework preparation alongside the assignments
which are due post the intensives.
A minimum of 12 participants is necessary for class
to proceed

This unit invites the participant to analyse, reflect on
key elements in an organisation’s life including the
challenges of change.
Participants will engage in reflection and learning
through a combination of readings, realistic scenarios,
experiential learning, and practical application, within
a community of mutual learning and development.
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Formation for Christian Leadership
Course code

DP8003P

Instructor

J Byrnes

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Intensive: 13, 14, 15 July; 28, 29, 30
September

the participant’s personal and professional leadership
formation – affirming, enhancing, and equipping
participants for their various leadership roles.
Delivery Notes

Unit Descriptions

Pre-requisite for this unit is DP8002P. This is an
interactive and practical course for those already
exercising leadership in a variety of contexts.

This unit is the second of three in the Grad Cert
in Leadership award. Significant leadership skills
are essential for current and potential leaders (lay
and ordained, stipended and voluntary) across
faith-based organisations – within all spheres: local
congregations, regional executive leadership roles,
governance bodies.

Intensives will include group work and shared
presentations, case studies linked to the contexts
of the participants; as well as insights and learning
from research. Each day of the intensive will run from
10am – 4.30pm. outside of these times there will be
reading, some homework preparation alongside the
assignments which are due post the intensives.

Having reflected on the leadership required within
complex organisations (in Unit 1) this unit explores

A minimum of 12 participants is necessary for class
to proceed.

Integrative Leadership Formation
Course code

DP8004

Instructor

J Byrnes

Mode of Delivery Internal – Face to face
Semester 2

Intensive: 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 November

Unit Descriptions
This unit is the final of three in the Grad Cert in
Leadership award.
The unit brings together the learnings and
development from understanding the organisational
leadership needs (Unit 1 - DP80002P); the
participant’s individual leadership capacity and
formation (Unit 2 – DP8003P).
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An integration and enhancement for leadership
covers aspects of power, resilience, hope and practical
approaches for the leadership journey.

Delivery Notes
Prerequisite for this unit is DP8002P and DP8003P
This is an interactive and practical course for those
already exercising leadership in a variety of contexts.
Intensives will include group work and shared
presentations, case studies linked to the contexts of
the participants; as well as insights and learning from
research.
Each day of the intensive will run from 10am - 4.30pm.
outside of these times there will be reading, some
homework preparation alongside the assignments
which are due post the intensives.
A minimum of 12 participants is necessary for class
to proceed

CAPSTONE
Capstone Projects and Capstone Integration Exam
Course code

XX9900P/9991P

Instructor

K Handasyde and S Winter

Mode of Delivery Internal Face to face and
External – Online Synchronous
Semester 2

Thursday, 2 pm to 5 pm

Delivery Notes
Classes will be held at 2-5pm Thursday on four dates
in 2022: 28 July, 18 August, 15 September, 20 October
(weeks 1, 4, 8 and 11).

Students will also meet individually with an assigned
supervisor at a mutually arranged time between
weeks 4 and 8 for the purpose of specialised guidance
on their projects. Students are expected to conduct
independent research within the structure and
supports provided and to be present in all sessions.
The unit is designed to foster interdisciplinary
theological work within a collaborative community
of scholars and so real time engagement with all
sessions is required. The unit is offered as Face to
Face and, for those unable to attend in person, as
Online Synchronous.
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
What can I study at Pilgrim?
The Pilgrim Theological College, an accredited college
of the University of Divinity, delivers undergraduate
and postgraduate courses, as well as higher degrees
by research. Our subjects address various fields of
theology including Biblical Studies, Christian Thought
and History, Practical Theology (including liturgy,
missiology, spirituality), and subjects in the broader
humanities, including Philosophy in particular.
There are three ways in which you can access these
offerings. You can enrol in a full award (a program of
study); choose a single subject for academic credit;
or you can “audit” to enrich your knowledge and have
access to the unit resources without having to meet
the requirements of formal assessments.
For a complete list of Pilgrim Undergraduate and
Postgraduate courses, please click on this link.

Who will teach me?
Pilgrim’s academic faculty are a strong and vibrant
ecumenical team whose expertise is recognised both
locally and internationally. They are experienced and
enthusiastic instructors who value and enjoy teaching.
They draw on their knowledge gained through research
and scholarship and experience of service to the
church. They are a scholarly bunch, with publications
to their names, and are popular presenters at
conferences, professional workshops and community
gatherings. They are active on social media, and some
have their own blogs.
To know more about each of them and their areas of
expertise and interest, click here.

What are Classes at Pilgrim Like?
Whatever the particular style of your lecturer (or team
of lecturers), material for our classes is presented to
provoke thought and critical reflection, to engage
your imagination and to enable your understanding.
All efforts are made to relate your learning to
contemporary times and discern its significance for
service to the world. Classroom learning will therefore
be challenging, and inspiring as well. All the Pilgrim
faculty keep up with developments in the field and
undergo regular professional development to enhance
their skills in delivering adult education. They employ
new, creative, and innovative pedagogical styles and
approaches to teaching and learning.
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We offer weekly classes (of 3 hours in the morning,
afternoon, or evening) throughout the semesters.

Most classes are scheduled to meet weekly and hence
meet face to face (student is required to physically
attend a class on campus or location). You will also find
that units are delivered in other modes:
External Online:
(student is not expected to physically attend a class
on campus or location). These online units are
delivered in the:
▪ Synchronous mode (meet via Zoom at scheduled
times)
▪ Asynchronous mode (where you access materials
posted online at your own time)
Multimodal:
▪ Intensives (synchronous learning that takes place
via internal attendance in a learning environment
that is primarily face to face over a specific time
outside the normal academic calendar)
▪ Blended (multi-modal delivery methods
undertaken partially on an internal mode of
attendance and partially on an external mode of
attendance)
▪ Supervised (the student attends the higher
education provider on an agreed schedule for the
purposes of supervision and/or instruction via
synchronous learning)
The timetable indicates the mode in which a unit is
being delivered and sometimes in more than one
mode, giving you the option to choose the one mode
which is most convenient for you.
In class, you will most likely meet colleagues with
different confessional and ideological leanings and
from diverse cultures. Some are picking up a subject
to extend their professional interests, others are
studying purely out of interest. You will be encouraged
to think independently, and to be open to explore new
and challenging perspectives in a friendly, safe, and
committed learning environment. Whether online or
on campus, the emphasis is on interaction that ensures
successful learning outcomes for each student.

What is a Pilgrim Learning Hub?
Pilgrim learning hubs provide a face-to-face learning
community and additional support for online students
in the same geographical area. These hubs were
Initiated by UCA congregations in suburban Heidelberg
and in Horsham. We hope that in the future there will
be other similar hubs in other parts of Melbourne and
regional Victoria.

If you are interested to connect with a local hub
or would like to establish one in your area, we are
keen to help. Please contact the Registrar or the
Academic Dean for more information.

What Support Will I Receive?
The Pilgrim faculty is consistently rated above
average in student evaluations for their teaching
(and that is above average at the University of
Divinity where teaching is consistently highly
rated). As well as high quality class materials,
you will have access to the Dalton McCaughey
Library, one of the finest theological collections in
the Southern hemisphere. For help with particular
study skills and support in assessment, you should
contact our Academic Learning Advisor, and for
troubleshooting in the online environment, the
Registrar’s office is here to help. For financial
assistance, see below.

How Much Will It Cost?
The most recent changes to the Australia-wide
funding arrangements for higher education
providers has not directly impacted the University
of Divinity allowing it to offer high quality, deeply
engaging and affordable degrees in theology,
counselling, ministry and philosophy.
In 2022, an 18 point undergraduate unit costs
A$1,764, and a 24-point postgraduate unit costs
A$2,732. International and domestic fees are the
same but there is an additional application fee of
A$300 for international students.
Australian citizens are able to use the Higher
Education Loan Program or Fee-Help to cover
the subject fees. To check the criteria and your
eligibility to use Fee-Help, please click here.
Fulltime domestic students may qualify for
Austudy through Centrelink. Please click here
to visit the Department of Human Services for
Austudy eligibility and conditions:
There are a limited number of bursaries and
scholarships available through both the University
of Divinity and the Uniting Church in Australia.
More information is available through the Registrar.
Our subjects are also available for professional
development or for personal enrichment for
students who ‘audit’, that is undertake the program
without completing formal assessment. In 2022
the audit fee is $350.

Where Can I Find More Information?
We would love to meet you in person or via
video-call to get to know you and together find
a suitable starting point for your theological
studies at Pilgrim. You can find us at the Centre
for Theology and Ministry, 29 College Crescent,
Parkville VIC 3052. If a visit in person is not feasible,
please feel free to contact the Registrar’s Office
by phone or email for a conversation about study
options.
Our Registrar can also connect you to the
appropriate Course Coordinators or the Academic
Dean for specific matters relating to teaching
and learning. The Registrar’s Office is open
from Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and can be
contacted by phone, 03 9340 8892 or by email,
registrar@pilgrim.edu.au.

How Do I Enrol?
Enrolment opens on 1 November 2021 with most
classes running between February and November
2022. Click here to view our timetable.
The first step towards becoming a Pilgrim student
is to make contact with us. If you are interested
in coursework studies, you should make an
appointment with the Academic Dean or the
Registrar.
If your aim is a higher degree by research, the
Registrar will put you in touch with our Research
Co-ordinator or a potential supervisor in your field.
Then, we discuss the subject options with you
so that you can select the course that best suits
your needs and interests, in accordance with the
admission criteria for various awards.
This interview is step two in the enrolment
process. We can meet by phone or by video-call if
need be.
Step three is completing and submitting the
application form along with the supporting
documents. The Registrar will guide you through
this process. Once your application has been
reviewed and approved, you will receive a
confirmation email, and a ‘welcome pack’ to assist
you in your studies.
Please feel free to contact us for any clarification
about the enrolment process:
03 9340 8892

I registrar@pilgrim.edu.au
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FOR ALL COURSE ENQURIES
03 9340 8892
registrar@pilgrim.edu.au
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