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Semester 1: 
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   www.pilgrim.edu.au
Course Enquries: 
   03 9340 8892 / registrar@pilgrim.edu.au

Welcome to the 2021 Pilgrim Theological College Course Guide
If you study the Bible and theology at Pilgrim, we 
will help you to think about how the Christian faith 
relates to vital questions about race and power, 
politics and gender. If you study history or spirituality 
at Pilgrim, you can explore the rich and radical 
legacies of Christian faithfulness that belong to the 
church’s story past and present. Philosophy will 
provoke you to grapple with the question of faith 
in the midst of a secular culture. Mission studies 
will expose you to the insights and challenges that 
come from the global church, and other religious 
traditions. Courses in education, pastoral care, 
and leadership encourage you to pay attention to 
real experiences of suffering, learning, and change. 
And in each classroom (or Zoom room) you are 
encouraged to bring your own questions and to 
use them to ‘press in’: on your peers who will share 
their questions with you, your teachers who will 
carefully guide you, and on the God of Jesus Christ 
who speaks to the crowd and so builds communion.

There has never been a better or more important 
time to study theology. You can start small, with a 
certificate of only a few units. You can choose a 
pathway that takes on units relevant to your own 
questions, or context. But, above all, you can come 
and talk to us and we can help you find a study 
programme that helps you take your place in the 
crowd. 

Come and join us at Pilgrim in 2021!

Sean Winter
Head of College

“Once…Jesus was standing beside the lake of 
Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him 
to hear the word of God” (Luke 5:1)

In 2020 we had a year when we were forced to 
face up to the reality of a global pandemic, to deep 
inequality and violence across the globe, to fires 
that burnt more fiercely than ever before as the 
climate changes. The effects of those circumstances 
will undoubtedly remain with us in 2021. The crowd 
is all around us. Real life, in all of its complexity, 
presses in on us. How should we respond? Where 
do we find the resources and reference points to 
imagine something better and build something new? 
Crucially, and as the scene in Luke’s gospel reminds 
us, these same realities also press in on the God of 
Jesus Christ. And that is the reason why, in the real 
work of 2021, you may want to study theology at 
Pilgrim.

Luke’s image of the press of crowd is a compelling 
picture of what should happen in a theological 
college. Willie Jennings draws on it directly in his 
challenging book, After Whiteness: An Education in 
Belonging. The gathering of the crowd speaks to us 
about our search for ‘communion’ with God and 
one another. Jennings describes this as ‘the deepest 
sense of a God-drenched life’ which is also ‘attuned 
to life together’. And rather than talking about such 
things in abstract generalities, presenting us with 
the crowd forces us to consider what it means to 
listen to the Word of God ‘with the people that 
comprise the place of one’s concrete living and the 
places…that constitute the actual condition of one’s 
life.’ In other words, if you want to study theology, 
you need to take the reality of your life, the lives 
of others, and the real circumstances of the world, 
deeply seriously.

Inside this Course Guide you will find units that 
help you to think about what it means to follow 
Jesus, with questions pressing in from the crowd. 
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FIELD A
Humanities (AH) • Languages (AL) • Philosophy (AP) • Religious Studies (AR)

AH/DE2102P/8102P
CULTURE AND EXPRESSIONS OF BELIEF
A Burritt 
Field A – Humanities (AH) 
Also available in Field D – Education Studies (DE)
Semester 2: Wednesday, 2pm to 5pm

We live in a culturally diverse society where visual images, texts and objects are powerful communicators of 
cultures and beliefs. Historically Christians have had a dynamic relationship with visual culture, literacy and 
artefacts, as they have sought to express their spiritual lives. This unit invites you to explore the relationship 
between images, objects and the expression of spirituality and the significance for our culturally diverse 
parishes, schools and community.
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AH/CH3445P/9445P
CO-OPERATIVE CAFÉ: COMMUNITY, HISTORY AND THE NEW ECONOMICS
K Massam 
Field A – Humanities (AH) 
Also available in Field C – Church History (CH)
Semester 2: Intensive

19, 20 July  I  29, 30 October

Two modes: 
a) without attending in person (online resources and discussions). 
b) attendance in Parkville (seminars on specified dates)

Before there was social enterprise there was the cooperative movement. Come along and learn about the 
radical tradition that supports this growing global movement for a new economy. Examine the models of 
religious community (from monastic to Quaker and Methodist) that have informed the core cooperative 
principle of democratic governance by member-owners. Join our innovative collaboration with Co-operative 
Bonds and the Business Council of Cooperatives and Mutuals (BCCM) to workshop business models that 
might establish a café (or similar enterprise) as a cooperative.

AL1100P/8100P
INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT GREEK A
S Chen
Field A – Languages (AL) 
Semester 1: Thursday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

One of our liveliest and most energetic classes! Learn a whole new alphabet, and start to read the original 
language of the New Testament. Translate and interpret short passages from Scripture as well as other 
writing from the first and second centuries.

AL2200P/8200P
INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT GREEK B
S Chen
Field A – Languages (AL)
Semester 2: Thursday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Can a better understanding of Greek language enhance your understanding of the New Testament? Even if 
you don’t know any Greek, this unit develops your understanding of New Testament Greek syntax, grammar 
and vocabulary. About a third of the unit will be devoted to the translation of Greek New Testament 
passages of various genres, prepared in advance by the students. By engaging with a biblical text in its original 
language you will see how studying Greek can assist in its interpretation.

AP1000P/8000P
PHILOSOPHY FOR UNDERSTANDING THEOLOGY
J Martis
Field A – Philosophy (AP)
Semester 1: Tuesday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Behind every famous theologian there is a famous philosopher or philosophical system. Platonism is part of 
the context of the New Testament, and for Augustine and so for Luther;  Aristotle sets the scene for Thomas 
Aquinas; Kant for Schleiermacher; Hegel for Kierkegaard and Barth; Heidegger for Bultmann and Rahner. See 
the theologians more clearly by appreciating the intellectual worlds that inform them.
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AP2500P/3500P/9500P
TIME WITH PLATO 
J Martis 
Field A – Philosophy (AP)
Semester 1: Thursday, 6pm to 9pm 

Also offered as synchronous e-learning

Plato is at the heart and start of Western philosophy. His dialogues, put into Socrates’ mouth, open scrutiny 
on the real issues: Being, knowledge, justice, truth, love and immortality.  The dialogues have depth – this unit 
is designed to take time with them. Plato’s treatment of key questions becomes a prism in which can be 
found not only his predecessors – Socrates and the pre-Socratics – but also the very art of thinking itself.

AP2750P/3750P/9750P
BELIEF AFTER PHILOSOPHY
J Martis 
Field A – Philosophy (AP)
Semester 2: Thursday, 6pm to 9pm

How can we still speak meaningfully of God or religious faith in today’s world? This unit explores the 
relationship between postmodernism and religious faith. Does the notion of God as foundation amount to 
limitation of the divine, or even idolatry? Discover how postmodern thinking bids to rework some traditional 
connections between faith and philosophy.

AP2850P/3850P/9850P
GOD’S EXISTENCE: DEFENSIBLE OR DELUSION?
J Martis  
Field A – Philosophy (AP)
Semester 2: Tuesday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Available online  
and on campus

Does God exist?  This unit asks the biggest theological question and explores the answers from thinkers like 
Aquinas and Descartes, Hume and Kant who ‘defend’ the existence of God, as well as those like Richard 
Dawkins who think belief is deluded. Engage here for gentle and potentially life-changing enquiry about a 
God who can never be ‘enclosed’.

AR1000P/8000P
CONVERSATIONS: INTERDISCIPLINARY THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, (REFUGEE STATUS AND RELIGIOUS CONVERSION)
J Flett and D Jackson
Field A – Religious Studies (AR)
Semester 2: Intensive

24-29 June

Theme for 2021: Refugee status and religious conversion. Interested in theological engagement from 
a number of perspectives on a hot-button cultural, social, or political issue? In our focus for theological 
conversation is refugee status and religious conversion. Is ‘conversion’ a theological concept or a policy 
category? Join experts in the theology of immigration, policy advocates and field workers to explore 
questions that are active in determinations of asylum seeker cases around the globe, and impacting ministry 
contexts in Melbourne.
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AR/DE2101P/8101P
FOUNDATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
A Burritt
Field A – Religious Studies (AR) 
Also available in Field D – Education Studies (DE)
Semester 2: Intensive

5, 12, 19, 26 November 

What is Religious Education in contemporary Australia? Why does Religious Education matter? What does 
it mean to be a religious educator in a parish, school or the wider community? This unit explores these 
crucial questions through the process of dialogue and in the experience of developing a unit of work or a 
study program for a small group. You will read and discuss current literature and explore key principles of 
pedagogy, literacy and the dialogue between theology and education.
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FIELD B
Old Testament (BA) • New Testament (BN) • Biblical Studies (BS) 

BA1010P/2010P/8010P
LIFE, HISTORY AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES
M Melanchthon 
Field B – Old Testament (BA)
Semester 2: Tuesday 2pm to 5pm

Available online  
and on campus

Come and increase your knowledge and understanding of the Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) and gain new 
insights into the life, history and faith of the people of God in ancient Israel. You will survey the contents 
of the Old Testament and study the historical contexts, genres and theology of the OT books. As well as 
understanding the texts in their ancient context, you will explore their relation to issues of contemporary 
faith.

BA2030P/3030P/9030P
PROPHETS AND THEIR WRITINGS
M Melanchthon 
Field B – Old Testament (BA)
Semester 2: Intensive

19, 20, 21, 27, 28 August  I  3 September

Available online  
and on campus

Who was a prophet in ancient Israel? What motivated her or him to speech and action? What role did 
prophecy play in Israelite society? What role do prophetic scriptures play in the Church? In finding answers 
to these questions the unit will lead us through some of the main social, literary, and theological dimensions 
of prophecy in ancient Israel and its evolution in the exilic and post-exilic eras and its relevance for our 
times.

BA3020P/9020P
PSALMS: EXEGETICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDY 
M Melanchthon
Field B – Old Testament (BA)
Semester 1: Intensive 

4, 5, 6, 12, 13 March

Available online  
and on campus

This unit will introduce the Book of Psalms, and study the formation and development of the Psalter. It 
will give attention to the various forms of the Psalms, their setting and their functions within the historical 
experience of Israel. The course also seeks to provide critical knowledge of the theology inherent in the 
Psalms and explore the relevance, use and functions of the Psalms in today’s context.
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BA3070P/9070P 
ALLUSIVE, UNCONVENTIONAL SUBVERSIVE: BIBLICAL WOMEN AND HEBREW TEXTS
M Melanchthon 
Field B – Old Testament (BA)

Semester 1: Tuesday, 2pm to 5pm

Books with women protagonists written within a rigid patriarchal culture are subversive, unconventional, and 
exciting. Are these women heroes or idealized stooges of patriarchy? What do they reveal about the times 
in which they were written? What issues are they addressing? In answering these questions we will also 
reflect on issues of identity, gender, sexuality, beauty, power, solidarity, partnership and theology derived from 
women’s experience and what these books might be saying to us today.

BN1010P/8010P
EARLIEST CHRISTIANITY
R Whitaker 
Field B – New Testament (BN)
Semester 1: Wednesday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Available online  
and on campus

Immerse yourself in an introduction to New Testament history, texts and theology. Beginning with the letters 
of Paul as the earliest extant Christian literature, and surveying the development of gospel literature as well 
as other forms of early Christian writing, you will be introduced to the rise of the early Christian movement 
and explore the range of developing theological beliefs that characterised the first two generations of early 
Christianity.

BN2050P/9050P
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
K Crabbe 
Field B – New Testament (BN)
Semester 2: Wednesday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

From the outset, Luke’s Gospel is framed as a response to many other accounts (Lk 1.1-4), but what’s 
important for the writer of the third gospel when it comes to putting together a new narrative about Jesus? 
Taking an in-depth look at Luke in its historical context and in light of literary and cultural traditions of its 
time, we will explore themes such as inclusion and exclusion, hospitality, wealth, identity, ethnicity, disability, 
and gender (attending to both ancient and modern norms), noting how these intersect with Luke’s theology 
and purpose. As we engage with all this and more in Luke’s narrative, attention will be given to how Luke’s 
theology relates to his use of prophecy, account of justice, salvation, and end-time hope, and how this 
theology speaks to the contemporary church and world.

BN2120P/3120P/9120P
WORKING OUT SALVATION: THEOLOGY AND ETHICS IN PAUL
S Winter
Field B – New Testament (BN)
Semester 2: Thursday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Available online  
and on campus

What is the relationship between what we believe and the way that we live? This unit explores the way 
that Paul answers this question in his letters. You will explore the important ideas that Paul develops in his 
theology, and look at the ways in which these ideas relate to his advice and instruction to his readers. In 
particular you will consider debates about identity, race, gender, and political engagement, looking at the 
ways that Paul’s thought can continue to help us think through these issues today.
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FIELD C
Church History (CH) • Systematic Theology (CT)

CH2060P/3060P/9060P
RADICAL LEGACIES: FAITH, ACTIVISM AND SOCIAL CHANGE
K Handasyde 
Field C – Church History (CH) 
Semester 1: Thursday, 2pm to 5 pm

Available online  
and on campus

Take a deep dive into the history of Christian movements for social change. You’ll meet campaigners for 
justice, welfare, peace, environment, housing, and human rights. From 19th century women’s groups to 20th 
century grassroots activists, explore their worlds, hear what they had to say, and trace the legacies of their 
radical, gospel work. Enrol in “Radical Legacies” and discover how woke grandmas tried to save the world! 

CH/CT2100P/8100P
THE CRACKING OF CHRISTENDOM: THEOLOGICAL ISSUES OF THE REFORMATION
K Handasyde, K Massam, G Thompson
Field C – Church History (CH) and Systematic Theology (CT)
Semester 2: Tuesday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Available online  
and on campus

They say the past is a foreign country. Join this tour of sixteenth-century Europe to discover the ongoing 
impact of Reformation debates. We will explore the understandings of grace, salvation, creation, sacrament, 
scripture and church order using key texts and writers with a focus on the relationship between theological, 
historical and geographical contexts in shaping new forms of Christian identity and practice.

CH/DL3101P/9101P
MARY: FEMINIST THEOLOGICAL REVISIONS 
S Burns 
Field C – Church History (CH) 
Also available in Field D – Liturgy (DL)
Semester 1: Intensive

30 April  I  1, 7, 8, 28, 29 May

Moving across church traditions and drawing on feminist thinkers, we will explore the theological dynamics 
surrounding Mary the mother of Jesus. How has Mary of Nazareth been understood in various Christian 
communities? What is the significance of devotion to Mary for feminist theologies? And how does feminism 
refresh or inform an understanding of Mary?
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CH/DS3405P/9405P
LIVING BY THE RULE: BENEDICTINE LIFE IN AUSTRALIA
K Massam 
Field C – Church History (CH)
Also available in Field D – Spirituality (DS)
Semester 2: Intensive 

31 August (Melbourne)  I  24 September & 1 October (Jamberoo NSW)  I  23 October (Melbourne)

Benedict of Nursia (c.480-543) developed his Rule from Scripture and early Christian writers as a dynamic 
set of guidelines for life in community. In collaboration with the Benedictine community at Jamberoo Abbey, 
NSW, we will explore the way of life he established, and set the Rule within broader Christian tradition and 
Australian history. Travel and accommodation at Jamberoo involves an additional fee. Numbers will be strictly 
limited in order to be Covid-safe. Please register your interest early. 
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CT1010P/8010P
CULTURE, BELIEF AND THEOLOGY 
G Thompson 
Field C – Systematic Theology (CT)
Semester 1: Intensive
16, 17, 19, 20 April.

Available online  
and on campus

This unit explores the ways God, Jesus, Salvation and the Bible are discussed at and beyond the borderlands 
of the church and the wider Australian culture. Responding to these discussions, the unit identifies the 
theological issues shaping those discussions. Through this inductive approach, some of the core skills and 
resources of Christian theology are introduced.

CT2020P/8020P
JESUS, JUSTICE AND DISCIPLESHIP
S Douglas, G Thompson
Field C – Systematic Theology (CT) 
Semester 1: Tuesday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Available online  
and on campus

Who is Jesus, and what does it mean to be a disciple? How important is Christology to Christian theology? 
This unit explores such questions beginning with the biblical witnesses to Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
Developments of that witness  through examining the formulas of the creeds and later theological 
controversies. Special focus will be placed on feminist insights into biblical and patristic Christology, 
Christology as resistance to totalitarianism, Asian retrievals of ancient Cosmic Christology, and the 
relationship between Christology and practices of reconciliation and justice in contemporary Australia

CT2222P/8222P
UNITING CHURCH THEOLOGY AND HISTORY 
G Thompson 
Field C – Systematic Theology (CT)
Semester 1: Intensive

15, 16, 17, 18, 20 February.

The Uniting Church has a relatively short history; its theology is still a work in progress. This unit will study 
its theological and historical roots. The content and status of its Basis of Union will be critically examined. 
Aspects of the church’s post-union history and life will be evaluated: its emerging theological trajectories, 
debates about women’s ordination, its cultural diversity, its commitment to reconciliation with Australia’s 
indigenous people, and its profile in matters of social justice. The unit is a joint venture of Pilgrim and United 
Theological College with real-time cohorts in both Parkville and Parramatta.

CT3020P/9020P
DOCTRINE, TRUTH AND PLURALISM
G Thompson 
Field C – Systematic Theology (CT)
Semester 2: Intensive 

23, 30 July. 6, 13 August. 10, 17 September.

Available online  
and on campus

Doctrine is woven into every feature of the church’s life, but it mostly stays beneath the surface until 
a specific theological controversy erupts. This unit will explore the multiple hidden and visible roles of 
doctrine in the life of the church, its relationship to the bible, its witness to the truth of a living God, and 
the possibilities of doctrinal innovation. Current scholarly discussions around these issues will be introduced, 
especially those drawing on ‘affect theory’ that relate doctrine to the passions and experiences of Christian 
life and the work of the Holy Spirit.
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FIELD D
Mission and Ministry (DA) • Education Studies (DE) • Spirituality (DS) • Liturgy 
(DL) • Missiology (DM) • Ecumenical Studies (DU) • Pastoral Care (DP)

DA1000P/8000P
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES MINISTRY: CORE ISSUES AND CONTEXTUALITIES FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN PRACTICE
E Barnett
Field D – Mission and Ministry (DA)
Semester 2: Intensive at Stirling Theological College

7, 8, 9, 12,13, 14 July

The needs of children and their families will focus our discussion of church and the Australian context. 
Addressing the theology, spirituality and sociology of the child in relation to family, church, faith, culture, 
technology, history and philosophical discourse, the unit develops critical skills for comprehensive approach 
to mission and leadership with children and their families today.

DA/DS 2030P/3030P/9030P
THE NURTURE AND SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF CHILDREN
E Barnett
Field D – Mission and Ministry (DA), Spirituality (DS) 
Semester 2: Intensive at Pilgrim Theological College

24, 25, 26, 29, 30 November  I  1 December

In this intensive unit, we seek to develop more informed ministries of protection and respect in pastoral 
care and religious education.  We explore the historical and current interest in the spiritual life and the 
spiritual development of children.  The unit examines links between Scripture, theological thought, spiritual 
and psychological development, neurobiology and ministry with children.

DL2400P/3400P/9400P
LITURGY LAB
S Burns 
Field D – Liturgy (DL)
Semester 2: Intensive

3,4,10,11,17,18 September

In the Liturgy Laboratory you will explore kinaesthetic and other arts employed in liturgical assembly, and 
reflect on the pastoral, public and representative vocation of the one who presides. The unit will expose you 
to insights from ecumenical liturgical renewal and liturgical theology as these relate to the missional vocation 
of the church. Special attention will be given to Anglican and Uniting contexts of worship, and a significant 
proportion of the unit will be given to embodied and enacted liturgical practice.

DM2040P/8040P
THE STRANGE NEW WORLD OF CHRISTIANITY: LESSONS FROM LATIN AMERICA, 
AFRICA, ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
J Flett  
Field D – Missiology (DM)
Semester 1: Thursday, 9.30am to 12.30pm

Available online  
and on campus

Though there is truth to the phrase ‘lies, damned lies, and statistics’, the statistics say that today the majority 
of Christians live outside the former lands of ‘corpus Christianum’. According to a 2011 report from the Pew 
Forum on Religion & Public Life, 60 percent of Christians live in the ‘global south.’ And this trajectory is set 
to continue. Significant institutional and theological consequences follow from this ‘shift’ in the faith’s ‘center 
of gravity’. This unit focuses on the emerging questions, such as differences in theological method and the 
institutional forms of the faith, ideas surrounding contextualisation and cultural difference, and what this all 
means for the unity of the church.
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DP1000P/8000P
SELF AND OTHER IN PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP 
C McKinney 
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)
Semester 1: Intensive

30 April  I  1, 7, 8, 28, 29 May.

Rigorous, participative and practical, students in this unit explore the ‘self ’ as part of their identity in pastoral 
and other relationships. Theology and other theoretical material informs our work to examine self-identity 
in social, cultural and familial contexts, and provides resources for understanding and maintaining healthy 
relationships in ministry and other settings.

DP2222P/9222P 
SOUNDING THE GOSPEL: THE THEOLOGY AND PRACTICE OF PREACHING
S Burns, R Whitaker, S Winter 
Field C – Pastoral Care (DP)

Semester 1: Monday, Fortnightly, 9.30am to 5pm

For UCA Formation Cohort.

DP2500P/8500P
THEOLOGY OF PASTORAL CARE 
R Prior 
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)

Semester 2: Wednesday, 2pm to 5pm

The pastoral care unit explores the theological nature of pastoral care and the relationship between 
theology and pastoral skills.  We aim to help students develop a reflective basis for pastoral practice that 
is grounded in Christian theology and Biblical studies. Consideration will be given to the uniqueness of 
‘pastoral’ care, to some of the challenging questions raised in situations of crisis, and to the appropriate 
use of prayer and Scripture in pastoral situations.  Scope will be given for students to explore a range of 
contextual issues and questions in pastoral ministry.
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DP2600P/8600P
LIFE ABUNDANTLY IN CHRIST: AN INTRODUCTION TO PASTORAL THEOLOGY AND 
PASTORAL PSYCHOLOGY FOR MINISTRY PRACTICE
J Calder 
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)
Semester 1: four Saturdays

17, 24 April  I  15, 22 May

In this unit of study you will explore the important connections between the Christian vision of the human 
person (Theological Anthropology) and the pastoral practices required to ensure the provision of this 
vision in the life of People of God. Through examining the Christian lens through which pastoral practices 
are undertaken and understood, you will be introduced to the key pastoral skills of attending (listening), 
practicing ways of engaging in this key pastoral skill. This unit thus represents a composite of theology, critical 
thinking in relation to pastoral practice and the practical pastoral and interpersonal skills necessary for all 
who participate in the life of the Christian community and particularly for those who seeks to lead that 
community.

DP3700P/8700P
THE SACRED STORIES OF DIVINE DIGNITY: NARRATIVE APPROACHES TO HEALING 
MINISTRY
J Calder  
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)
Semester 2: Intensive 

17, 24 July  I  7, 14 August

In this unit you will explore a narrative approach to understanding human cognition and meaning making 
as an expression of Christian vision of the human person. This unit thus explores the nature of human 
interpersonal-psychodynamics from the perspective of the Christian theological tradition. Building on 
DP2600/8600 you will continue to deepen your engagement with the practical reflective skills required for 
supporting human relationships that enhance dignity and human flourishing in church and other ministry 
settings, this time through acquiring a narrative approach through the lens of theology of grace. Students 
will be expected to engage in reading, critical reflection and practice at an appropriate introductory level. 
Of particular focus will be the concepts of meaning, identity, purpose and culture and the interplay between 
each of these in healing.

DP8003
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN LEADERSHIP 
J Byrnes 
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)
Semester 1: Intensive

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 February.

For UCA Cohort.

DP8004
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN LEADERSHIP 
J Byrnes 
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)
Semester 2: Intensive

12, 13, 14, May  I  16, 17, 18 June

For UCA Cohort.
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DP9800P
DOING NO HARM IN THE NAME OF JESUS
J Calder 
Field D – Pastoral Care (DP)
Semester 2: Intensive 

8, 15 October  I  13, 20 November.

In the light of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Childhood Sexual Abuse, the area of 
supervision of pastors and church personnel has become of significance importance to demonstrate best-
practice in community settings. In this unit you will engage the lens of the Christian narrative, to explore 
and acquire a reflective practice model of supervision developed by Hewson and Carroll (2016) (this is the 
preferred model used in the supervision of psychologists and social workers in Australia). You will explore 
key psychological and theological concepts in supervision in church settings. Further, you will be equipped 
with an important component of the practical and theological reflection skills to use the model as a 
supervisor in church settings.

DS2222P/9222P 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION IN THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION
S Burns, K Massam 
Field D – Spirituality (DS)

Semester 2: Monday, Fortnightly, 9.30am to 5pm

For UCA Formation Cohort.
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What can I study at Pilgrim?
Pilgrim delivers undergraduate and postgraduate courses, as well as higher degrees by research, as an 
accredited college of the University of Divinity. Our subjects cover the various dimensions of theology 
including Biblical Studies, Christian Thought and History, Practical Theology (including liturgy, missiology, 
spirituality), and in the broader humanities, including Philosophy in particular.

You can enrol in a full award (a program of study), or choose a single subject for academic credit, or you can 
“audit” to enrich your knowledge and have access to the unit resources but not to the formal assessments. 

For complete list of Pilgrim Undergraduate and Postgraduate courses, please refer to this link:  

www.pilgrim.edu.au/courses/. 

Who will teach me?
Pilgrim’s academic faculty are experienced and enthusiastic teachers who enjoy learning from the interaction 
in the classroom. They are a strong and vibrant team whose expertise is recognised internationally as well 
as locally. They publish scholarly books and articles on the material they are exploring and speak regularly at 
conferences, professional workshops and community gatherings. They are active on social media and their 
own blogs. 

You’ll find Pilgrim teachers focus on making theology accessible to the world we share. 

What Are Classes at Pilgrim Like?
Whatever the particular style of your lecturer (or team of lecturers), material for our classes is presented 
to engage your imagination and enable your understanding. All the Pilgrim faculty undertake regular 
professional development to hone their skills in adult education and to share new approaches. 

We offer weekly classes (of 3 hours in the morning, afternoon or evening) through the semesters, as well as 
intensives and online modes. The timetable explains what’s happening in 2021.

In class you will be likely to meet a diverse group of colleagues from a range of church and community 
backgrounds. Some are picking up a subject to extend their professional interests, others are studying purely 
for interest. You will find you are encouraged to think for yourself and  to explore new perspectives in a 
friendly and committed learning environment. Whether online or on campus, the emphasis is on interaction 
that ensures successful outcomes for each student.

What is a Pilgrim Learning Hub?
Pilgrim learning hubs provide a face-to-face learning community and additional support for online students 
in the same geographical area. Pioneered by UCA congregations in suburban Heidelberg and then in 
Horsham they are gradually expanding to other parts of Melbourne and the regions. If you are interested to 
connect with a local hub or would like to establish one in your area, we are keen to help. Please contact the 
Registrar or the Academic Dean for more information.. 

What Support Will I Receive?
The Pilgrim faculty is consistently rated above average in student evaluations of our teaching (and that is 
above average at the University of Divinity where teaching is consistently highly rated).  As well as high 
quality class materials, you will have access to the Dalton McCaughey Library, one of the finest theological 
collections in the southern hemisphere. For help with particular study skills and support in assessment, 
you should contact our Academic Learning Advisor, and for troubleshooting in the online environment, the 
Registrar’s office is here to help.
For financial assistance, see the next page



Please feel free to contact us for any clarification about the enrolment process: 

Registrar’s Office

03 9340 8892

Email

registrar@pilgrim.edu.au
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How Much Will It Cost? 
Our fees for academic credit represent excellent value in higher education sector in Australia. They are set 
annually by the University of Divinity. As a measure of support for students in the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
fees for 2021 remain unchanged from 2020.

In 2021, an 18 point undergraduate unit costs A$1,704, and a 24-point postgraduate unit is A$2,640.  
International and domestic fees are the same but there is an additional application fee of A$300 for 
international students. 

Australian citizens are able to use the Higher Education Loan Program or Fee-Help to cover the subject 
fees. To check the criteria and your eligibility to use Fee-Help, please visit www.studyassist.gov.au.

Fulltime domestic students may qualify for Austudy through Centrelink.  Please visit the Department of 
Human Services for Austudy eligibility and conditions: 

www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/austudy

There are a limited number of bursaries and scholarships available through both the University of Divinity 
and the Uniting Church in Australia. More information is available through the Registrar. 

Our subjects are also available for professional development or for personal enrichment for students who 
‘audit’, that is undertake the program without completing formal assessment. In 2021 the audit fee is $350. 

Where Can I Find More Information?
We would love to meet you in person or via video-call to get to know you and together find a suitable 
starting point for your theological studies at Pilgrim.  You can find us at the Centre for Theology and Ministry, 
29 College Crescent, Parkville VIC 3052.  If a visit in person is not feasible for you, please feel free to contact 
the Registrar’s Office by phone or email for a conversation about study options. Our Registrar can also 
connect you to the appropriate Course Coordinators or the Academic Dean for specific matters relating to 
teaching and learning.  

The Registrar’s Office is open from Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and can be contacted by phone,  
03 9340 8892 or by email, registrar@pilgrim.edu.au.  

How Do I Enrol? 
Enrolment opens on 2 November 2020 with most classes running between February and November 2021. 
Our timetable is here: 

www.pilgrim.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Timetable-2021-_16.10.2021.pdf

The first step towards becoming a Pilgrim student is to make contact with us. If you are interested in 
coursework studies, you should arrange an appointment with the Academic Dean or the Registrar. If your 
aim is a higher degree by research, the Registrar will put you in touch with our Research Co-ordinator or a 
potential supervisor in your field.

Then, we discuss the subject options with you so that you can select the course that best suits your needs 
and interests, in accordance with the admission criteria for various awards. This interview is step two in the 
enrolment process. We can meet by phone or video-call if need be. 

Step three is completing and submitting the application form along with the supporting documents. The 
Registrar will guide you through this process. Once your application has been reviewed and approved, you 
will receive a confirmation email, and a ‘welcome pack’ to assist you in your studies. 

http://www.studyassist.gov.au/
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/austudy
http://www.pilgrim.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Timetable-2021-_16.10.2021.pdf
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