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Semester 2 Units
30 July 2018 to 2 November 2018

COURSE

Including intensive units 
and ongoing study on 
campus and online

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA
SYNOD OF  VICTORIA AND TASMANIA



As the weather moves into the colder months, there’s never been a better time to consider studying.  
We invite you to embrace stimulating and challenging questions about theology and its place in today’s 
world. Join us in the light-filled lecture rooms on campus in Parkville or enjoy one of the best online 
study experiences in the comfort of your own warm surrounds.  All our units contribute to your degree 
qualification or you can study for the pure joy of study.  Ask about our audit study for a cost-effective option.

What is on the horizon for Semester 2?
Study film, feminism, sexuality, Greek, postmodernism, hermeneutical theory, European and Australian 
art, Protestantism, earliest Christianity, authentic leadership, theological justice, ancient minority Christian 
communities, public truth, climate change, children’s spiritual development, the art of storytelling, mission 
practice today, pastoral practice, ordained and lay leadership and more!

If you haven’t studied with Pilgrim before, don’t be put off if some of the terminology seems overwhelming. 
One of the strengths at Pilgrim is that our lecturers love interaction with students and explaining complex 
theory in accessible ways. 

What sort of students study at Pilgrim?
A strength of Pilgrim is the diversity of students across a wide range of ages, professional and personal 
experiences. Some students want to explore theology as part of enhancing their understanding of literature, 
art and film or as a unit in a more general degree.  Others, particularly in the health field, are keen to look 
at faith aspects of pastoral care. Many wish to deepen their personal experience of faith or have been 
called to lay or ordained ministry.  In a world where social media and blogging has changed the meaning of 
truth, some students are keen to delve into the meaning of leadership and authenticity.  Lots just love the 
opportunity to learn and debate complex issues.  And of course, our units qualify you towards your degree.

What sort of people teach at Pilgrim?
Pilgrim’s academic staff have a commitment to excellence. Our staff have taught in a range of countries, 
published scholarly works and research papers and been guest speakers at international conferences. 
Their focus is on making sure students feel comfortable in their learning environment and confident to ask 
for assistance about aspects of their study.  Whether online or on campus, the emphasis is on interaction 
that advances each student’s successful outcome. Our staff are committed to making theology accessible to 
the world they live in, and are active on social media and their own blogs.

Join us on the following pages to find a unit that works for you,  
and for your degree

Start your degree mid-year!
Semester 2 Units at Pilgrim Theological College
30 July 2018 to 2 November 2018
Including intensive units and ongoing study on campus and online

COURSE
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The Art of Belief  
(Teachers: Katharine Massam and Howard Wallace)  
Field A & C - Church History (CH) and Religious Studies (AR)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Thursday Afternoon

If you love art, or want to appreciate the interpretations of artists, this unit is a must.  You will explore the 
symbolic world of European and Australian art (including work by Aboriginal artists) to develop a deeper 
appreciation and understanding of the representation of selected key aspects of Christian belief.  Drawing 
specifically on the collection of the National Gallery of  Victoria in dialogue with other images, we will 
consider how various artistic approaches illuminate changing perspectives on diverse themes.  We learn how 
these approaches can resource theological conversation.

Reason and Revival 
(Teacher: Kerrie Handasyde) 
Field & Discipline: Field A & C - Church History (CH), Religious Studies (AR)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Tuesday Afternoon

Religious literature and music provides a rich source of learning.  This unit examines the history  
of Protestantism in the eighteenth to mid-twentieth centuries through the lens of religious  
literature and music.  Using a wide variety of texts including poetry, novels, hymns and  
songs, drama and memoirs, we seek to explore trends in the development of  
Protestant belief and spirituality around the world, with a special emphasis on  
the Australian experience.  Topics include the Enlightenment, conversion and  
  revival, social activism, nature, writing for children, and the life of  
     the church. 

Thinking Otherwise  
Feminist Theologies (Teachers: Katharine Massam and Monica Melanchthon)  
Field & Discipline: Field A - History (AH)     
Suitable for those studying postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Intensive, 29–30 July, 5–6 August, 5–6 October, 9–10 November

Explore the contribution of feminist scholarship to Christian theology.  Survey the history of feminism as 
a term, chart the growth of significance within theological discourse since the 1980s and  resistance to it. 
Consider the significance of feminist methods, hermeneutics and approaches to reading and interpreting 
Scripture.  Explore the consequent impact on feminist theologising, analysis of Christian doctrine, and 
the understanding of Christian tradition and liturgical life.  We pay particular attention to the intersection 
of feminism with other theologies of liberation, against structures of oppression. Considering a range of 
contemporary social issues, we examine the actual and potential contribution of feminist insights to shaping 
nuanced and vibrant theological perspectives.

Introduction to New Testament Greek  
Part B ( Teacher: Sunny Chen) 
Field & Discipline: Field B - Biblical Languages (AL)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Tuesday morning

Can a better understanding of Greek language enhance your understanding of the New Testament? Even if 
you don’t know any Greek, this unit develops your understanding of New Testament Greek syntax, grammar 
and vocabulary.  About a third of the unit will be devoted to the translation of extended portions of the 
Greek New Testament (e.g. chapters from 1 John), prepared in advance by the students. By engaging with a 
biblical text in its original language you will see how studying Greek can assist in its interpretation.

Belief after Philosophy 
Postmodernism and Religious Faith (Teacher: John Martis) 
Field & Discipline: Field A - Philosophy (AP)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Tuesday Evening

How can we still speak meaningfully of God or religious faith in today’s world? This unit explores the 
relationship between postmodernism and religious faith.  Does the notion of God as foundation amount 
to limitation of the divine, or even idolatry?  Discover how postmodern thinking bids to rework some 
traditional connections between faith and philosophy.

Hermeneutics  
(Teacher: John Martis)
Field & Discipline: Field A - Philosophy (AP)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Thursday Morning

This unit explores interpretation from a philosophical perspective.  You will study the development of 
hermeneutical theory in the work of Schleiermacher, Dilthey, Heidegger, Gadamer and Ricouer, and the 
contributions of structuralists, poststructuralists and others.  Questions explored include:  How does 
hermeneutics link the ancient world to our own?  How should we understand truth and meaning?   
How can we know what texts mean?  Included here are issues of how textual meaning might be 
authoritatively determined, and whether an adequate “explanation of explanation” is to be had.   
If you’re not sure what hermeneutics means, you will be an expert by the end of this unit.

Available online  
and on campus
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Watching for God  
Theology, the Bible, and Film (Teachers: John Flett and Sean Winter) 
Field & Discipline: Field A - Religious Studies (AR)
Suitable for those studying postgraduate awards
Semester 2: Intensive (dates tbc)

Lights! Camera! Action! Five core films form the basis for seminar reflection in the Watching for God 
unit.  Explore philosophical, theological, and biblical issues, as well as aspects of spirituality and cultural 
hermeneutics through exposure to the medium of film.  The course will introduce some of the key tools 
appropriate to the interpretation of visual representation, drawing on insights from film studies.  Students 
will be prepared to engage in their own independent research on film(s) of their choice.  As well as 
providing a general framework for interpreting the relationship between Christian faith and film, students 
will develop a detailed understanding of the religious, theological, biblical, pastoral, spiritual or missiological 
aspects of film as a specific manifestation of the visual arts. 

Gender, Justice and Empire 
Contextual Readings of the Old Testament (Teacher: Monica Melanchthon) 
Field & Discipline: Field B - Old Testament (BA)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 2 – 6 July

This intensive five-day unit explores the relationship between issues of gender, justice and empire in Old 
Testament interpretation.  We study a number of Old Testament texts, particularly those which narrate the 
experience of women within the wider social and imperial contexts.
We will engage in a close reading of a range of primary Old Testament texts and contemporary feminist/
womanist and other (culturally diverse) scholarship.   The approach is interdisciplinary and will provide 
students opportunity to study these texts alongside contemporary women’s experiences and portrayals  
of women in other media such as art, film, poetry, and law. 

Thematic Study of the Old Testament 
(Teacher: Monica Melanchthon) 
Field & Discipline: Field B - Old Testament (BA)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 3, 7, 10, 14, 17 September

Creation, covenant, family, the body, the poor, gender, food, land, justice, the state, power, hope and 
spirituatility are just a few of the themes explored in this intensive unit.  We will guide students in the study 
of significant social and theological themes within the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament.  These themes will be 
examined within their original literary, historical and cultural contexts and evaluated for their relevance to 
contemporary times and practice. 

Earliest Christianity  
Stories, Text, Beliefs (Teacher: to be confirmed) 
Field & Discipline: Field B - New Testament (BN)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Tuesday Evenings

Immerse yourself in an introduction to New Testament history, texts and theology.  Beginning with the 
letters of Paul as the earliest extant Christian literature, and surveying the development of gospel literature 
as well as other forms of early Christian writing, you will be introduced to the rise of the early Christian 
movement and explore the range of developing theological beliefs that characterised the first two 
generations of early Christianity.

Available online  
and on campus
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Sex and the Bible 
(Teacher: Jione Havea) 
Field & Discipline: Field B - Biblical Studies (BS)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 26–28 July, 3–4 August

Examine the diverse views in the Bible on sex and sexuality and consider ways in  
which biblical interpretation could be enriched by taking into account the matters of  
sex and sexuality.  The unit will stress the richness of the Bible, and the tasks of biblical interpretation.  
Study selected texts and discuss questions such as: 

 • What makes a perspective on sexuality biblical? 
 • What to do, and how, when biblical perspectives contradict? 
 •  How do you assess the ways that biblical texts have been used as authoritative 

resources for discussing and regulating sexual ethics, identity and practice? 
 •  How do changing notions of sex and sexuality impact the way biblical texts are 

interpreted? What could we do to make biblical interpretation more sexy? 

Discernment and Authority in Christian Tradition 
(Teacher: Katharine Massam) 
Field C and D- Church History (CH) and Spirituality (DS)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Wednesday Afternoon

What makes authentic leadership today? Explores the nature and processes of discernment in the Christian 
tradition, and the relationship of discernment to authority in the Christian community.  Taking examples 
of Christian leadership from within and beyond the church, students will develop definitions of authentic 
leadership and identify strategies for building the capacity of groups and individuals to make good choices 
(discernment) and the foundations required for their implementation (authority).

Jesus, Discipleship and Justice 
(Teacher: Sally Douglas) 
Field & Discipline:  Field C - Systematic Theology (CT)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Thursday Morning

Justice remains key to the way any society exists.  This unit explore historical and contemporary discussions 
about Jesus Christ.  It will begin with the New Testament witness to his life, death and resurrection, and the 
messianic interpretation of those events.  The appropriation of that witness in ancient creeds, contemporary 
theological controversies and proposals, and the lives of Jesus’  followers will be critically examined. 
The connections between the Church’s proclamation of Christ, patterns of discipleship, and practices of 
reconciliation and justice will be explored.

The Living People of God 
Local, Global and Mission (Teachers: Geoff Thompson and John Flett) 
Field & Discipline:  Field C & D - Systematic Theology (CT), Mission & Ministry (DA)  
& Missiology (DM)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Thursday Evening 

As part of this unit, we look at the character and history of minority ancient Christian communities  
(e.g. India, China, Ethiopia), the twentieth-century emergence of churches in the global south, and the  
post-Christendom realities faced by mainline churches in lands marked by “Western culture” (with particular 
reference to the Uniting Church in Australia).

Against this background, the unit explores the roots of the church in the ministry of risen, crucified Jesus 
Christ and the sending of the Spirit.  Attention will also be given to the classical marks of the church  
(one, holy, catholic and apostolic) as well as to the particular marks noted by the Reformers  
(preaching and sacraments). 

Doctrine, Truth and Pluralism 
(Teacher: Geoff Thompson) 
Field & Discipline:  Field C - Systematic Theology (CT)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 24–26 August, 12–13 October

In the 21st century and the post-truth age of  Trump, many argue that the notion of truth is being redefined.  
This unit will explore how doctrinal discourse makes public truth-claims and how such discourse functions 
within the church.  Doctrine will be brought into conversation with analogy, metaphor, narrative, and drama.  
You will explore the pastoral, apologetic and community-defining roles of two classical areas of doctrinal 
enquiry which will be critically explored (e.g. creation, atonement, resurrection, pneumatology, eschatology 
etc.).  Students will also study the way doctrine and specific doctrines function in a community of faith. 

A Changed Climate for Theology 
Ecological challenges and opportunities for the Christian tradition (Teacher: Deborah Guess) 
Field C - Systematic Theology (CT)
Suitable for those studying postgraduate awards
Semester 1: Thursday Evening

A day rarely passes when the topic of climate change is not on the agenda.  
The ecological phenomenon of climate change relates to the essentially religious 
question of who we are and how we are to live.  This unit examines the question of 
what an ecological context and approach means for Christian theology  
and praxis.  It identifies some of the challenges this presents for questions of 
faith and understanding, and explores a number of significant ecological 
resources in the rich Christian tradition. 

Available online  
and on campus

Available online  
and on campus
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The Nurture and Spiritual Guidance of Children 
(Teacher: Vivienne Mountain) 
Field & Discipline:  Field D - Mission and Ministry (DA), Spirituality (DS)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 3–5 October, 28–30 November

In this intensive three-day unit, we seek to develop more informed ministries of protection and respect 
in pastoral care and religious education.  We explore the historical and current interest in the spiritual life 
and the spiritual development of children.  The unit examines links between Scripture, theological thought, 
spiritual and psychological development, neurobiology and ministry with children. 

The Art and Practice of Oral Storytelling 
(Teachers: Julie Perrin and Christina Rowntree) 
Field & Discipline:  Field D - Education Studies (DE), Spirituality (DS) 
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 20, 27 July, 10, 16, 18 August

The art and practice of oral storytelling considers performance, contemplative listening and tools of 
memory and recollection.  These tools will be developed and applied, drawing on a repertoire of sacred 
narratives, sacred texts and poetry drawn from major religious traditions.  Students will engage in reflective 
practice within the process of story selection and application to context.  The unit addresses performance 
skills, contemplative listening and storytelling from memory.  There will be the opportunity to apply what 
is learnt in field work and in-class storytelling.  Attention will be paid to verbal and non-verbal elements, 
building students’ confidence and capacity to create storytelling events and engage their audience.

Developing a Mission Theology for Today  
(Teacher: John Flett) 
Field & Discipline:  Field D - Missiology (DM)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Thursday Afternoon

In this unit, you will be introduced to the field of mission studies.  It will be divided into three main sections: 
the biblical foundations of mission; the ground and practice of mission through Christian history; key themes 
shaping the theology and practice of mission today.

Theology of Pastoral Care  
(Teacher: Randall Prior) 
Field & Discipline:  Field D - Pastoral Theology and Ministry Studies (DP)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Wednesday Afternoon
The pastoral care unit explores the theological nature of pastoral care and the relationship between 
theology and pastoral skills.  We aim to help students develop a reflective basis for pastoral practice that 
is grounded in Christian theology and Biblical studies.  Consideration will be given to the uniqueness of 
‘pastoral’ care, to some of the challenging questions raised in situations of crisis, and to the appropriate 
use of prayer and Scripture in pastoral situations.  Scope will be given for students to explore a range of 
contextual issues and questions in pastoral ministry.

Effective Christian Leadership and Ministry  
(Teacher: Maryanne Confoy) 
Field & Discipline:  Field D - Pastoral Theology and Ministry Studies (DP)
Suitable for those studying undergraduate and postgraduate awards 
Semester 2: Intensive, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 September

Ordained and lay ministers may be particularly interested in this intensive unit.  We explore the personal, 
spiritual, professional and ecclesial aspects of those involved in ordained and lay ecclesial ministry.  Designed 
to strengthen participants’ ability to collaborate and communicate more effectively, the unit seeks to 
integrate the collective wisdom of the Christian tradition with personal praxis in contemporary ministry 
contexts.  The diverse and constantly changing demands of life in our 21st century church and world, call  
for a commitment that opens us to deeper and more inclusive understandings of ecclesial leadership.   
Students will examine the implications of understandings of baptism, vocation, and commitment for shaping 
Christian identity and community life.  How do such understandings shape effective leadership in the 21st 
century Church? 

To enrol for one or more of these units contact the Registrar who will send you the relevant forms  
for admission.

Available online  
and on campus

Available online  
and on campus

HOW TO

SELECT APPLY

+

Phone our Registrar Erlinda Loverseed on  
(03) 9340 8892 for your admission form and the 
next steps. The outcome of your application for 
admission will be notified to you in writing.

Confused about the right unit for  
your needs?  
Wondering if there is a cost-effective way to study 
with us? Trying to work out how your study fits with 
your current work commitments?

We understand that it is difficult to know which unit 
is best suited to you as a student. We invite you to 
talk to us about your needs. It may be the first time 
you have studied for a while, you may be concerned 
about your understanding of Australian course 
requirements or you may be wondering if you can 
study one of our units as part of a qualification at 
another university. 

Our Registrar, Erlinda Loverseed will help you  
with all your questions. 

Call: (03) 9340 8892 
or email: registrar@pilgrim.edu.au 

Or Coursework and Research Co-ordinator, email: 
coursework@pilgrim.edu.au

Join us today
www.pilgrim.edu.au
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